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SMALL TALK 

1. If you could be the Greatest of All Time at one thing, what would it be? 

 

2. Who do you know who always does kind things for others? How do people view 
that person? 

 

VIEWPOINT 

3. READ John 13:1-17.  What was so surprising about what Jesus did?  Why did Jesus 
take off his outer clothing to do this?  How is this a picture of his entire ministry? 

John 13:1-17 (NIV2011)  It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus 
knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end.  The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already 
prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.  Jesus knew 
that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come 
from God and was returning to God;  so he got up from the meal, took 
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, 
drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?”  Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later 
you will understand.”  “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part 
with me.”  “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my 
hands and my head as well!”  Jesus answered, “Those who have had a 
bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are 
clean, though not every one of you.”  For he knew who was going to 
betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.  When he 
had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them.  “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is 
what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also should wash one another’s feet.  I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done for you.  Very truly I tell you, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 

Talk It Over 
 



sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do 
them.  
If you take off your “outer clothes” that leaves you standing in your 
underclothes.  We’d call it our underwear.  Now why would Jesus do this?  This 
is a vivid picture of humility and it made every disciple uncomfortable.   
 
Jesus was the one they revered, and honored, and now he was taking a 
position of humiliation, something reserved for the slave, not someone as 
esteemed as he was. 
 
And yet, this was precisely the point.  This was not just a moment in time 
picture, this pictured well what Jesus’ entire ministry was all about.  He took off 
his glory as the Son of God, and “took up the towel” of humility when he came 
as the Son of Man, someone who became the servant of the world who came 
to wash away all of our filth, not just wash dirty feet.   
 
What similar pattern do you see in Jesus’ example of humility in Philippians 2?   
 
Philippians 2:3-11 (NIV)  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,  not looking 
to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.  In 
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage;  rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a 
cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name,  that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and every 
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  
 

4. READ Matthew 25:34-36, 40.  What do we learn from Jesus here?  Why is this 
important? 

Matthew 25:34-35 (NIV)  “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,   
Matthew 25:40 (NIV)  “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’  
 
The message of Jesus in John 13 was not “Now that I have washed your fee, 
you wash MY feet.”  This was not the lesson.  The only way to copy Jesus’ 



action in John 13 is to wash someone else’s feet who is unworthy.  Jesus says 
something similar in this parable by referring to the times when someone 
serves one of “the least of these”.   He elevates the action to being noble, 
because we are imitating him, we are honoring him when we serve others!  
We are honoring him as if we are serving his needs.  And we are, because, he 
has bound himself in oneness to these who are his! 
 

 
5. READ Matthew 23:11.  Do you ever get tired of (or dislike) serving a particular 

person, or a particular kind of serving scenario?  What would happen if you viewed 
serving them as serving Jesus, the greatest thing you can do?    

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

6. Has someone ever joyfully helped you with something “small”? How did it make you 
feel? 

 
7. Bring a lunch, offer a ride, and carry a towel. How can you do more of these this 

week? 
 
8. When you have to do something “small” for others this week, jot it down 

somewhere—even with just a tally mark. At the end of each day, thank God for all 
the truly great ways you were able to serve Him.  

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

9. One of VVCC’s core statements is “Saved people serve people”; what can you do to 
make this more central to your way of life? 
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Faithful In Service 
Series: Selfless (Week 2) 
 
We live in a Self-Serving, Self-Gratifying, Self-Promoting Culture.    
 
In the business world we are taught the subtle art of promoting self in 
acceptable ways, for interviews, and marketing.  The business world 
considers the art of self-promotion an important skill.   
 
When has self-promotion gone too far.  We’ve all seen it.  Someone acts like 
a jerk.   
 
We live in a very interesting culture.  According to one study, more than half 
of the teens when asked what career they would want for themselves they 
didn’t pick a career so much as a status.  54% wanted to be a celebrity.  The 
internet, and how many people want to see your video is one avenue. 
 
Asked how they plan to become famous, 21% said they will do so through 
reality TV, while 5% said they planned to date a celebrity.  But 68% did not 
know how to become famous, and less than 19% said they believed they had 
the talent to reach their goals. 
 
And now there is an acronym for this… and it is a new one to me.   
 
What they want is to be the  

G.O.A.T 
 

(Greatest Of All Time) 
 
Jesus challenges our thinking.  And this series is about his challenge for us 
to be more selfless… 

Matthew 16:24 (NIV2011) Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me.  

Today’s topic is “faithful in service”. 
Matthew 23:11 (NIV) The greatest among you will be your servant.  



 
Please notice from what Jesus said that serving is not just something that we 
do.  It is who we are!  The greatest will be your servant. 
 
FOCUS:   Serving is not what I do.  A servant is who I am! 
 
This is a really important topic if we want to move from wherever we are to 
where God wants us to be.  We need to know the target.  God wants us to be 
a servant.   

I. What am I known for?   
Are you known for being self-serving, self-gratifying, and self-promoting, 
and all about you.  In conversations with a girl, do you say, “Enough about 
you, let’s talk about me.”  Girls, how attracted would you be to such a guy?   
 
In our culture servants are not even noticed.  They are well liked, but they 
are usually not noticed much, until …. we miss them.  When they are 
missing we feel the loss.   
 
In Acts 9 we are introduced to one of these rare individuals that was well 
loved, and deeply missed. 

Acts 9:36 (NIV)  In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in 
Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping 
the poor.  

The rest of the story is amazing.  Peter raised her from the dead and this 
event fanned a movement into rapid expansion.   
 
What was she ALWAYS doing?  Serving!  What are you known for?  What 
are you always doing? 
 

 
If someone described your actions with the word “ALWAYS…” 

What would others say that you are always doing? 
He/She is always ___________.   What fills in the blank for you? 

 
 
He is always working ….  She is always…working out….Always… doing 
social media….   Always… looking at her phone? 
 



Ruth Ann went to be with Jesus on the last day of 2018.  She was the last 
charter member of Verde Valley Christian Church.  She was like Tabitha.  
She was always serving.  (I’m going to tell more about her at her memorial 
service on Saturday the 26th  11AM).  She was always serving.  She was 
known for that.   

Matthew 25:23 (ESV) His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

I. How Do I Become One? 
One what?  “A good and faithful servant.”   
Then it tells us how to become a one. 

Matthew 25:23 (ESV) His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

 
Maybe you think, yeah but I don’t have a lot to offer.  I don’t have any 
special skills, or talents, etc.  But that isn’t what the verse said.  The verse 
said, “You have been faithful over a little”…. I will set you over much, enter 
into the joy of your master. 
 
I want to focus on 3 stories that will help each of us become faithful over 
little things, so that God can set us over bigger things. 

A. Bring a LUNCH.  

B. Offer a RIDE. 

C. Carry a TOWEL. 
 
BRING A LUNCH 
King David was a war hero, a brave King, a man after God’s heart.  Most 
people remember him because he rose to notoriety by slaying a Goliath.    
 

Why was David great? 
Most people think David was great because he won the battle. 

But maybe it was because he brought a lunch! 
 



David 1 of 8 of Jesse’s sons.  His older brothers were out fighting the 
Philistines. 

1 Samuel 17:17-18 (NLT)  One day Jesse said to David, “Take this 
basket of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread, and carry them 
quickly to your brothers.  And give these ten cuts of cheese to their 
captain. See how your brothers are getting along, and bring back a 
report on how they are doing.”  

Do you want to win the battle?—First you have to bring a lunch. 
 

The way you are promoted in the kingdom of God is never by self-
promotion, it is always by serving! 

 
If you want to be great, then do things that seem insignificant, out of the 
spotlight, and others focused.  Learn the art of being selfless. 
 
The greatest is the one who serves—Bring a lunch! 
 

(2) OFFER A RIDE 
Over 500 years before Jesus arrived, the Prophet Zechariah declared that 
the King would ride into Jerusalem humbly on a donkey colt.  This is an odd 
picture.  He does not come into his Kingdom riding a war horse, or on a 
chariot, coming with power.  He comes in humbly, on a donkey colt.   
 
Jesus sent a pair of disciples to go to a particular place to find a particular 
animal and bring it to him.  They reported for duty, and went to accomplish 
the task. 

Luke 19:31 (NIV)  If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, 
‘The Lord needs it.’ ”  

To the owner it looked like they were stealing his donkey colt.  But the 
disciples were told what to say.   “The Lord needs it.”  The owner gave the 
ride the Lord needed.   
 
We know nothing more about this owner, but there you have it, his 
generosity gets into the book, and I’m sure although we do not know his 
name, the Lord told him “Well done.”  He’s famous in heaven.   
 
 “Well done!”   
 
Bring a lunch—Offer a Ride… CARRY A TOWEL 



Just before the Passover, on that Thursday night, there was a secret meeting 
in an upper room.  Jesus knew he was about to give his life.  Among the 
disciples there were frequent arguments about who would be the greatest in 
the Kingdom.  There was kind of a competitiveness jockeying for position.  
When they came to the meeting room, there was no servant to wash 
anyone’s feet.  While everyone is thinking who is the greatest, and who gets 
to sit on the right and left of Jesus, Jesus shocks them all.  
 

John 13:4-5    So [Jesus] got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet…  

It was really uncomfortable when JESUS knelt to washes feet! 
 

Jesus SHOWED that the way you become great in the kingdom of God is 
never by self-promotion, it is always by serving! 

 
Bring a lunch, Offer a ride, Carry a towel 
Serving is not what I do.  A servant is who I am! 
When I serve others—I am serving Christ! 
 
In Matthew 25 Jesus tells a story and the punchline of the story is repeated. 

Whenever you did it for the least of these, you did it for me. 
 
If it is difficult to serve your spouse, picture serving Christ. 
If it is difficult to serve a needy person, picture serving Christ. 
 
This parable explained how the sheep and GOATS are separated on 
judgment day!   
 
Both the sheep and the goats are confused, they didn’t remember doing 
anything for Jesus, or in the case of the goats, NOT doing anything for Jesus.  
Only Jesus remembered how they Clothed him, fed, him, visited him, etc… 
 
When you did it to the least of these you did it to me. 
 
“Well done, my good and faithful servant!” 
 
Serving is not what we do, it is the essence of who we are. 
 



The sheep served… the GOATS didn’t serve.  (The goats were those who 
want to be great—GOAT, the greatest of all time) They were separated out!  
Judged.   
 
If you think you can’t do much.  Remember that in the Kingdom of God, 
little things are big things. 
 
What are you always doing?    Wouldn’t it be amazing if people thought of 
you as a servant?   Maybe others won’t notice, but Jesus always notices! 
 
Whenever you served it in Nursery…you did it for me 
Whenever you served in PULSE… 
Whenever you served in PLUGGGED IN 
Whenever you served in your SMALL GROUP 
Women’s group. 
Men’s group. 
Senior’s group. 
 
Let me encourage you to find a place of consistency…  a regular place to 
serve. 

The greatest among you will be your servant. 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, You humbled yourself to serve me.  You took off your 
glory to wash me clean.  You loved and served me, so I want to love and 
serve you by serving others.  I am your servant reporting for duty.  Help me 
to have eyes wide open to the works you prepared for me today, in your 
Name and for your glory.  AMEN. 
 
 


