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SMALL TALK 

1. Growing up, did your family read the Christmas story? 

 

2. Which part of Jesus’ human experience means the most to you? 

VIEWPOINT 

1. Have someone explain the key words “People”, “Place”, and “Presence” from 
Sunday.  How do these help us interpret what is happening on every page of 
scripture?   

 

2. READ John 1:1; 1:14; and 14:15-19.  What megashift did Jesus bring about that 
changed everything about God’s “People”,  and the “Place” of God’s “Presence”?  

 

3. Jesus went through a lot to be with you.  What have you done, or what do you want 
to do to make room for Him? 

 
4. READ Matthew 28:19-20.  How will you respond to His command this next year?  

How have you seen Jesus follow through on His promise at the end of this passage?    

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

5. Jim said, “When you choose to love God more than anything else, you will discover 
MORE not LESS”.  Have you ever been tested on this?  Has anything in your life so 
far demonstrated this to be true? 

6. What are you facing that you need Jesus to enter into as Immanuel? 

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

7. VVCC’s purpose statement explains that our church “exists to help each of us take 
steps from wherever we are to where God wants us to be…”; what step is God’s 
Spirit encouraging you to take at this time in your life?  Is “something else” or 
“OTHER”  keeping you from experiencing God’s presence?  

Talk It Over 
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Good morning and Merry Christmas! 
 
Some 3 word messages are very powerful don’t you think?  “God With Us!” 
Here is another set of 3 powerful words, “I love you”? 
Or how about this one, “I’ll be there.”? 
 
“Mom, the baby cries all night, and if I don’t get some sleep I’ll die!”    
“ I ’ l l  be  t here . ”  
 
These are words of hope, and so is “God  W i th  Us . ”   
 
This is the real power of Christmas.  The king has come.  God is with us. 
 
But let’s not jump into Christmas as if it is the beg inn i ng  of the story.  Christmas wasn’t the beginning of the story!  Today I 
want us to get the bigger picture!  But I want to get at the power of Christmas, and the bigger picture in a very personal way. 
 
Focus :   If God is with us, why don’t I sense his presence?   
 
Don’t you think this is a really important question?  I believe this question is what the whole Bible is all about! 
 
I want to introduce 3 key words.  These key words together can be used as an interpretive key to unlocking what every page 
of the Bible is all about! 
 
Here are the 3 key words:  PEOPLE, PLACE, and PRESENCE.  That’s easy to remember right?  Here, write it down in this 
next question.   

I. Are you (PEOPLE) in the PLACE that God desires so 
that you can experience God’s unhindered PRESENCE? 

 
If the answer is no, at any point on any page you are reading in the Bible, then that Bible page is telling us the story about what 
God is up to.  On that page you will see him moving to help people move from wherever they are to where he wants them to 
be.  For those of you who have been here for a while, this should sound familiar, because this is what God is doing:  He is 
helping people “take steps from wherever they are to where God wants them to be!” 
 
God is helping PEOPLE move to that PLACE where they can experience the PRESENCE of God. 
 
So lets see how this works.  What is God doing and how is he moving people?  And where is he moving people? 
 
Le t ’ s  s tar t  a t  t he  beg inn i ng .   He made Adam and moved him into the Garden of Eden.  Did you know he wasn’t created 
in Eden?  He was moved into the Garden to experience God’s presence.   

Genesis 2:15 (NIV2011) {15}  The LORD God took the man and put 
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

Even here we see God moving people to a place to experience his presence.  This was true before the fall.   



 
And what happened.   Later, He was put outside of the Garden when he rejected God’s love and wanted SOMETHING 
ELSE.  This is an important concept we will see over and over again in the pages of the Bible, but also over and over again in 
the pages of our own story. 
 
When we are outside of experiencing the presence of God, He goes on the move to get you to want to move back toward 
him.  That is one of the reasons I believe that you are here today.  God has already been moving to get you here, to this place, 
right here, right now.   What you are about to hear can change your life. 
 
So, let’s make this all very personal.  In the beginning, what was it that wrecked stuff in the Garden where God put Adam and 
Eve to experience his presence?  Sin.  Sin is what always wrecks stuff.  It causes peop le  to be in a p lace  where we cannot 
experience God’s presence  unhindered. 
 
Sin ruins God’s party!  God wants us to experience love, joy, and peace.  God does not want us to experience frustration, and 
agitation, and hatred, and malice, and bitterness, and all the stuff that ruins his party!  
 
Where did sin comes from? 
 
God gives us options.  Why?  Because God is love and love implies we have a choice.  If he asserts his power over us, and 
forces us into subservience, that isn’t love, and God is love.  He is not interested in merely having us do his will because we 
have  to .  He wants us to want to because we l ove  h im .  So, anytime we talk about how God’s moves, remember he is 
always on the move to move us to love him.   
 
It is like a great romance.  He doesn’t force us.  He courts us.  He encourages us with his love.  He is open and invitational.  He is 
so good, so merciful, giving us so much, that he hopes we will respond with love, and trust.   
 
Love implies choice.  And so, God tests the heart with options.  If loving him was the only option, that isn’t choice.  So, early on, 
the heart was tested by OTHER options.  There is always the option of SOMETHING ELSE.  SOMETHING OTHER.  Even 
the test is because of love.   
 
So here is a great question, and it gets personal:   

If	you	are	not	where	God	wants	you	to	be	right	now,	what	is	your	“something	else”,	your	
“something	other”?	
 
Is that why you are not experiencing God’s unhindered presence? 

II. How God Made the Impossible Possible 
God says, I’ll do anything and everything to make it possible for you to be in my presence, but I can’t make you love me.  I want 
you to choose to love me.   
 
God offers his presence and holds nothing back from us in helping us make our way back into his presence. 

Genesis 6:5 (NIV2011) {5}  The LORD saw how great the wickedness 
of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination 
of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. 

What	did	God	do?		God	Introduced	the	First	The	Rinse	Cycle!	
If there were no examples of judgement in scripture, would we ever really believe there is a coming final judgment?  The rinse 
cycle becomes a teaching theme to bring people back to his presence.   
 
He takes the remnant (the very few) to work out a plan that moves people to a place where they can experience his presence. 
 
He makes a covenant with them.  “Go be fruitful and fill the earth” all to the glory of God. 
 



The next thing that happens is rebellion.  They don’t spread out.  They don’t fill the earth.  They stay together instead and 
choose something else, something other.  They decide to build a god tower to the heavens and instead of living to the glory of 
God they want to make a great name for themselves!   
 
God scatters them in confusion.  Every worker sounded like they were babbling.  Hence the tower was called the tower of 
Babel.   One language became many, and everyone sounded like they were babbling.  This scattered them and people moved 
out and spread out. 
 
Again, we have a choice.  Choosing Other (something else) or choosing to love God. 
 
Things begin to grow dark all over the globe again.  God decides to reboot the whole process, but this time with just one man, 
Abraham, then his family.   

The	Covenant		
God makes promises, a covenant with Abraham.  Look for People, Place, and Presence. 

Genesis 12:1-4 (NIV2011) The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from 
your country  [wrong place], your people and your father’s household 
to the land I will show you [right place]. {2}  “I will make you into a 
great nation [my people], and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. {3}  I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.” {4}  So Abram went, as the LORD had told 
him….  

This starts a long story… but just ten chapters later, God tested Abraham to see if he loved God more than his beloved Isaac, 
the son of promise, born in his old age, the one he had waited so long for.  Does Abraham love something OTHER more than 
God? After Abraham passed the test, here is what God said. 

Genesis 22:16-18 (NIV2011) {16}  and said, “I swear by myself, 
declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, {17}  I will surely bless you and make 
your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand 
on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of 
their enemies, {18}  and through your offspring all nations on earth will 
be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

When	I	choose	to	love	God	more	than	anything	else,	I	discover	MORE	not	LESS.			

Deliverance	
400 years of silence and slavery. 
 
Later God will stretch out his powerful arm to release people who have all but forgotten him from slavery and make them into 
a mighty nation.  He gives them a place of worship, filled with symbols and deep meaning to take care of the everything that 
hinders them from enjoying God’s presence, but it is an uneasy relationship.   

Many	More	Rinse	Cycles	
There are many cycles of rebellion, and God’s merciful love bringing the remnant (the few who return) back to himself.  
 
40 years of wandering taught the solid truth that there is a hard way to learn.  You can learn it the hard way or the easy way.   
 

Any time you choose something OTHER you choose something LESS. 
 



The next generation learn the lesson and want to love God.  They trust God and enter a land with little but trust in His power 
and promises and discover that is about all they need to dispossess the land of a wicked people already confirmed in their 
choice of OTHER.   
 
We wish things keep going well for their new kingdom, but it does not as they go through degenerating cycles of choosing 
something OTHER than God.  Again they experience 400 years of silence and bondage to other kingdoms.  Less not more.  

The	New	Covenant	
After many pages and many centuries and many stories of God’s continued mercy to fulfill his promises we finally arrive in the 
pages about the arrival of the coming anointed one, the one through whom the whole world can be blessed. 

Matthew 1:23 (NLT2) “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means 
‘God is with us.’”  
John 1:1 (NIV2011) {1}  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  
John 1:14 (NIV2011) {14}  The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

III. He invites you to enter the PERSON of God’s 
PRESENCE and become that PLACE! 

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV2011) {19}  Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, {20}  and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” 

 
Dear God, 
I want to love you with all of my heart.  I need you.  I am prone to wander.  I 
tend to see something else that seems promising to make me feel alive, but 
you are the life.  You are the source.  I need your love, grace, and mercy, 
given to us through Jesus Christ so that I can experience your unhindered 
presence.  You aren’t just the means to a good life, you are the good life.  I 
say yes to you.  All in Jesus Name, and for his honor.  Yours truly,   AMEN!   
 


