
God With Us 
(Week 3)  

In The Storm 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. Were you afraid of storms as a kid? 

 

2. What is your favorite kind of weather?  What’s your least favorite? 

VIEWPOINT 

3. READ 2 Timothy 4:16-17; Psalm 16:8; and Psalm 46:1-3.  In what way do these 
help strengthen the key point:  Never let the presence of a storm cause you to 
doubt the presence of God? 

2 Timothy 4:16-17 (NIV) 16  At my first defense, no one came to my support, but 
everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17  But the Lord stood at my 
side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s 
mouth. 
 
Psalm 16:8 (NLT) I know the LORD is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he 
is right beside me.  
 
Psalm 46:1-3 (NLT) 1  God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help 
in times of trouble. 2  So we will not fear when earthquakes come and the 
mountains crumble into the sea. 3  Let the oceans roar and foam. Let the 
mountains tremble as the waters surge!  
 
 

GETTING PERSONAL 

4. What is God saying to you in this series? 

5. Where is peace found?  What are some ways you try to find false peace?  What 
might be a better strategy? 

6. What did you learn in a storm that God can use to help someone else through their 
own storm? 

7. Who do you know who is going through a storm?  Is there anything you can do? 

8. Recall a stormy season in your life.  Consider writing it out, and look for the ways 
God was with you all along.  Then, thank Him for it in prayer and worship this week. 

 

Talk It Over 
 



MAKING PROGRESS 

9. To which of VVCC’s core statements does this study highlight for your life:  Everyone 
has a next step; Don’t do life alone; Do first things first; Saved people serve people; 
Followers say “Follow me;” and Live with eternal significance?  Pick one that you can 
apply this week.  What will you do? 

 
 

God,	forgive	us	for	the	times	we’ve	doubted	You	in	a	storm.	Jesus,	thank	You	for	being	in	the	
boat	with	us.	You	are	with	us.	You	are	our	safety,	strength,	comfort,	source,	redeemer,	
sustainer,	provider,	and	salvation.	We	put	our	hope	and	trust	in	You	alone.	Amen.		
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Matthew 1:23 (NLT) “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means 
‘God is with us.’”  

Review:  We enjoy him on the mountaintops; We get to know him valleys; 
We are trained by him in the Wilderness. 
 
Focus:  We experience peace from him in the difficult times that blow up 
out of nowhere. 
 
Naming storms:  
 
From 1953-1979 storms were given names of women.  I won’t comment on 
whether this was a good idea or not.  In 1979, there seems to be an equal 
rights movement for storms and men’s names are included.    
 
Perhaps you can put some names to storms you have experienced?  It might 
be a name of a real person, or maybe it was a storm of Betrayal, or, Divorce, 
or Depression, or Addiction, or Cancer.   
 
When these storms arrive, we often ask questions like:   “Where is God? 
Why did he allow this?  Why doesn’t he do something?”  

“Love Comes Softly”: God with Us 
Love Comes Softly is the story of … a young woman on her 

way to a new life out West in the 1800s, who suddenly finds 
herself a widow. On the day her husband is buried, she is 
approached by … a widower, who proposes marriage. This 
arrangement gives shelter and provision for the young widow for 
the harsh winter ahead, while she in exchange provides a 
motherly influence for the Widower’s young daughter. Over time, 
the widow, now bride, finds that her husband is a man of faith, 
reads his Bible, and spends time with God alone each day. 



In one scene, her husband stands among the charred 
remains of his barn that has just burned to the ground. His wife 
(who is herself still grieving, and distant from him,) is moved by 
him, but doesn’t know what to make of him yet.  She  hands him 
a cup of coffee. 

"What are you going to do?" she asks. 
He answers, "Neighbors have offered to collect some logs 

and raise a new barn.  Ben said he’d take care of the milk cow, 
feed her, in exchange for some milk, till I get my feed built back 
up. I think it’s gonna be fine. I pretty much got it worked out 
and just keep praying for answers." 

"Why do you think he’ll answer your prayers?" She 
questions. 

"He always answers my prayers." He replies. 
"Really?" She responds sharply. "Did you pray for this? Did 

you pray to have your wife taken away from you? Did you pray 
that your little girl would grow up never knowing her real 
mother?  I just don’t understand why the God that you pray to 
would let such unthinkable things happen to decent people." 

The patient husband takes her by the hand and says, "Come 
with me." 

"Where are we going?" she asks. 
"We’re going to church," replies Clark, even though they are 

nowhere near any village. 
He takes her to the place where he has his devotions with 

God. 
He tries to explain by talking about his little girl Missie, 

whom his wife has grown fond of. "Missie could fall down and 
hurt herself, even if I were right there beside her. That doesn’t 
mean I caused it. But she knows, with her father’s unconditional 
love, I’ll pick her up and carry her. I’ll try to heal her. I’ll cry 
when she cries. And I’ll rejoice when she is well. In all the 
moments of my life, God has been right there beside me. The 
truth of God’s love is not that he is making bad things happen.  
The truth is that he promises that he’ll be there with us when 
they do." 

I. Never let the presence of a STORM cause you to DOUBT 
the presence of GOD.  

In Acts 27 we are told a vivid life threatening experience for Paul who 
was on a ship caught in a storm.  It is a vivid, detailed, sailing disaster 
story (I encourage you to read the whole chapter later today). 

Acts 27:20 (NIV2011) When neither sun nor stars appeared for many 



days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of 
being saved.  

 
Have you ever given up all hope?  Sometimes storms can do that to you.   

• You think your Marriage is not going to make it.    
• You think you will always be single and alone.  
• You think you will never get out of debt. 
• You think you are never going to have a child.  
• You think you will never graduate.  
• You think you will always be depressed!  

 
Meanwhile the storm continues to rage on…  

Acts 27:21 (NIV2011) {21}  After they had gone a long time without 
food, Paul stood up before them and said: “Men, you should have 
taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared 
yourselves this damage and loss.  

In a sense, this particular storm didn’t come out of nowhere.   
 
Paul was well traveled and knew the weather patterns and counseled them 
against proceeding as they did.  Sounds like a little, “I told you so.”  But the 
point is storms do not always come “out of nowhere.”  Sometimes we have 
been given fair warning, and we proceed into a storm anyway. 
 
Sometimes we cause our own storms.   
 
Your Mama says, “Don’t date this guy….” And you date him.  Then your 
best friend says don’t date this guy.  Your Pastor says don’t date this guy. 
You go out to Chinese food and your fortune cookie says, don’t date this 
guy.  But you keep dating this guy!  Then your heart is broken, you lose all 
hope, and everyone wants to say, “Why didn’t you take my advice?” 
 
Like that, they were in the storm because of the decision they made!  And 
they are thinking, “We should have listened to Paul!” 
 
I don’t know about you, but when a storm comes, out of the blue, and I can’t 
see any connection to anything I have done, I have more confidence than 
when I have brought the storm on myself.  If God allowed it, I’ll look to God 
to get me out, and see what I can learn.  But…When I get myself into a 



storm….that’s a royal bummer.  It tend ot have less confidence that God is 
going to quickly get me out.  I see it as kind of a “you reap what you sow” 
kind of storm.   Doesn’t it seem more difficult to believe God will get you 
out, when you got yourself into it your own storm! 
 
There are two types of people on this boat.  Some are experiencing the storm 
because of their own decision.  And some are experiencing this storm 
because of someone else’s decision.  It was out of their control.   
 
How many of you have been in a storm because of someone else’s bad 
decisions?  
Careful! Answering may be awkward with person sitting next to you.  
 
Those are really tough storms aren’t they?  How much is someone else’s sin 
going to cost me?  We don’t typically think about this, but other people’s sin 
can cost us. 
 
This happens a lot doesn’t it!   
Your parents got a divorce.  It cost you something too! 
Your Company made a bad decision.  It affects every employee. 
You trusted someone and they hurt you bad. Ouch.  You didn’t do anything 
to deserve it. 
Your spouse went out on you.  Deep ouch.  Hard storms to get over.   
 
These are huge storms… 

Acts 27:22-23 (NIV2011) {22}  But now I urge you to keep up your 
courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be 
destroyed. {23}  Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and 
whom I serve stood beside me 

An angel stood beside me...  
 
In more ways than you can imagine—God is with you in the storm!  Angels 
around you—His Spirit dwells within you!  
 
I believe in Angels even though I can’t see them.   (Fist bump!)  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
Never let the presence of a storm cause you to doubt the presence of 
God.  



 
It is all about who is with you on the boat.  
 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s biography of Jesus describe how one time Jesus 
was asleep in the boat and a storm comes up out of nowhere—the seasoned 
fishermen are afraid they are going to drown.  Jesus asks them a very strange 
question.   “Why are you afraid?  Then he rebukes the storm, and it stops 
raging, and is replaced by an unexplainable peace. 
 
 

Sometimes Jesus calms the storm. 
Sometimes Jesus calms you while in the storm. 

Peace is not the absence of a storm. 
Peace is found in the presence of Jesus. 

 
Is Jesus in your boat? 

 
Acts 27:23-24 (NIV2011) {23}  Last night an angel of the God to whom 
I belong and whom I serve stood beside me {24}  and said, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has 
graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’!  

This kind of sounds like, “Don’t worry about this storm, I will take you to 
the next storm.”   
 
As odd as it sounds, this is encouraging! 
 

You can’t go down in this battle—you have another battle to fight! 
 
I’m not finished with you yet—I have more people to bless—more 
opportunities to give. More people to point to Christ.  

God will use what you learn in this storm to help someone through 
theirs. 

➢You’ve survived cancer—Help someone else fight it with faith.  
➢ You’ve overcome unfaithfulness in your marriage—You help someone 
else forgive.  
➢You climbed out of debt—Tell others it can be done. 
➢You’re 178 days sober—Tell others Christ will set you free!  



II. Faith is not in what I SEE—Faith is in what God SAYS.  
Acts 27:25 (NIV2011) So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in 
God that it will happen just as he told me.  
We learn later in 27:37 that all 276 people on board were saved! 
Faith is not in the boat; it is in the one who commands the wind and waves  
We can’t control storms. 
We can’t control when the storm starts—how it hits—how long it lasts!  
We can’t control what people do or what people think.  
We can only control who we listen to and what we say. 
We can decide where we place our faith. 
What he says—will happen.  
 
Dear God, 
I have doubted you in storms, thank you for never leaving me.  You are what 
I need.  You are my safety.  You are my strength.  You are my comfort.  
You are my source.  You are my provider, my savior and my sustainer.  You 
are right here, and I find peace in your presence.  I worship you and trust 
you and I know I can pray this because of Jesus, and his powerful name, 
Immanuel, which means “God is with us.”   Yours truly,  Amen! 
 
 


