
SELFLESS 
(Week 3)  

Extravagant in Generosity 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. On a generosity scale ranked 1-10, with 1 being “Every dollar is earmarked and 
allocated for me and my own,” and 10 being, “I am extravagantly generous” what 
number are you and why did you pick that number on the scale? 

 

VIEWPOINT 

2. READ Haggai 1:6. Have you ever been able to relate to this verse—or can you right 
now?  How so?    

Haggai 1:6 (ESV)  You have sown much, and harvested little. You 
eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have 
your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who 
earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.  

 

3. READ 2 Corinthians 12:6-12.  What is the good news in this instruction about 
giving? 

2 Corinthians 9:6-12 (NLT) {6}  Remember this—a farmer who 
plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who 
plants generously will get a generous crop. {7}  You must each 
decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly 
or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives 
cheerfully.” {8}  And God will generously provide all you need. 
Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left 
over to share with others. {9}  As the Scriptures say, “They share 
freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be 
remembered forever.” {10}  For God is the one who provides seed 
for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will 
provide and increase your resources and then produce a great 
harvest of generosity in you. {11}  Yes, you will be enriched in every 
way so that you can always be generous. And when we take your 
gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. {12}  So two 
good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of 
the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully 

Talk It Over 
 



express their thanks to God.  
 

This is neither the prosperity gospel, or the poverty gospel; this is the gospel of 
God’s provision.  In the prosperity Gospel, the idea is that if you give you will get 
wealthy.  This is not what the New Testament teaches.  The prosperity Gospel isn’t 
right.  But neither is the poverty Gospel, that is the idea that if you follow Christ you 
must become poor.  This is not right either.  What are some of the instructions that 
celebrate God’s provision? 

2 Corinthians 9:6-12 (NLT)  

9:6  the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.  
9:8   And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will 
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with 
others.  

9:11   Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can 
always be generous.  

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

4. What is the scariest thing about giving more of what you have? 

5. Have you ever given so much away that it scared you?  What happened next? 

6. Do you have the bag, basket, or barn mindset?  What does that look like for you? 

7. What would it take to move toward the barn mindset?  What’s a specific step you 
can take? 

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

8. One of VVCC’s core statements is “Do First Things First”.  How does this core 
statement guide us in the important topic of generosity? 

The Bible teaches believers to TITHE   

Some Christians want to say that the Tithe is only taught in the Old Testament, but 
that isn’t true.  It is assumed, taught, and implied in the New Testament as well.   

Who came up with the idea behind the TITHE?  A preacher didn’t.   God did.   

Jesus taught it in Matthew 23:23, for just one example.  It is implied the financial 
context previous to Matthew 6:33.   

What is the TITHE?  Tithe comes from the Hebrew word for one tenth, or 10%. 

Why did God say, “I want you to give 10% to my house?”  (Malachi 3:10) 

He did it for our good, not for His good.  He did it to work selfishness and greed out 
of our hearts and to work faith into our hearts.   



In other words, when we give the first 10%, that takes faith.  

The firstfruits principle is that it is the first 10% not the leftovers after you see if 
there was enough.   

The tithe isn’t just giving one dollar out of 10 dollars.  It is giving the FIRST dollar out 
of the 10.  God asks us to give from the first fruits, not from the leftovers. 

What I've seen is that when we put God first in our finances, it's actually putting 
God first in our life because Jesus said where your treasure is there your heart will 
be.  

I’ve seen it over and over again.   When people fear giving their 10% their faith 
hurts, but when people obey, their faith grows, their generosity grows, and their 
fear is diminished.  God is faithful.  He shows it over and over again.   

God is a provider!  When we are generous, God proves his provision over and over 
again so that we can be even more generous! 

Giving a TITHE is an expression of faith. 

You cannot wait be able to afford tithing.  Tithing makes you be able to afford 
tithing.  God says, “I’ll rebuke the devourer for your sake” 

You will never be able to afford the tithe until you tithe. 

You are a generous person.  Just start,  and let the generosity God has placed in 
you be expressed as in faith.  Trust him.  You won’t regret it.  Why?  Because when 
you are generous, you are starting to be who you really are inside, by the grace of 
God! 
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Extravagant In Generosity  
Series: Selfless 
 

Matthew 16:24 (NIV2011) Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me.  

If we want to follow Jesus, it is going to be less about us and more about 
him.   

Proverbs 21:26 (NLT)  Some people are always greedy for more, but 
the godly love to give!  

Today’s topic is “Extravagant In Generosity.” 
****** 
I am so thankful for this church!  We have a bunch of godly people who love 
to give! 
 
I know this is true even though it is the practice of this church that none of 
our Pastors or Board members have any access to any personal giving 
information.  We have established systems where none of us know, or can 
know the amounts of what anyone gives. We think it is more fun to give that 
way, and we think it is better for our faith when our giving is between God 
and us, and not what people think of us.  And even though nobody knows 
how much you give, you love to give!  I don’t know of another church quite 
like ours.   

• You love to give even when we don’t pass the trays. 
• You love to give even when we rarely talk about it. 
• You love to give because we have a wise and godly board with a 

conservative safeguarding approach to expenditures, and all the 
salaries are held to national norms in like settings, i.e., a rural small 
town settings like ours, with churches our size. 

• You love to give because God is faithful and it is so exciting to see 
what God is doing. 

• You love to give because we have been on the front row seats of some 
amazing things God has done.  For one, this building with no debt is 
an amazing story of God’s faithfulness all by itself. 

• The fact that I spoke on the first Sunday of the year, about being 
selfless, and Bold in Witness was followed by breaking a record 



attendance the very next week on the second Sunday of the year, that 
too is amazing.  Things are exciting around here! 

• We’ve had to go back to the drawing board to tweek the masterplan 
and reprioritize our next steps.  It’s not done yet.  Are we ever done 
with master planning?  Proverbs 16:1 (NIV)  To humans belong the 
plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the proper answer of the 
tongue.   And wow, the Lord has been answering our plans… 

• Just to name a few:  The Nursery has record attendances, the 
children’s ministry is on the rise, Student ministry is on the rise, Small 
groups are on the rise.  A new recovery group has been birthed and is 
on the rise. People’s lives are being transformed. 

• We are dreaming about our next steps to increase our impact with 
New “Serve the City” initiatives. 

• Things are exciting around here! 
 
If you are a believer, generosity has already been birthed in your heart.  You 
already want to be generous.  But that doesn’t mean everyone is able to be as 
generous as they want to be.  This message is a message designed to 
encourage us all. 
 
But this is only scratching at the surface of our motivation.  Do you know 
why so many people here love to give?  Because so many of us have already 
received the most extravagant gift anyone could ever receive.  We had all of 
our sins forgiven and we’ve been given eternal life, and with it meaning and 
purpose for our lives right now in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Right here right 
now, our hearts are overflowing with gratefulness.  When we were saved, 
God put generosity in our hearts.  There is something inside of us that is 
hard to explain that makes us want to be generous.  Can you tell I’m excited 
to be apart of God’s movement with you! 
****** 

Grammar Lesson 
Sometimes it is very helpful to understand grammar.  I really didn’t 
understand grammar until I had to study a foreign language.  In my case I 
studied New Testament Greek in college.   
 

GRAMMAR LESSON: 
A complete sentence has a subject and a verb. 

 
QUESTION: 



What is the subject of the Bible? 
 
The answer is NOT WE ARE.    WE are not the subject of the Bible.   
 
The Bible addresses our lives and helps us, but we are not the center of the 
universe.  We are not the subject of the Bible.  God is the subject of the 
Bible.   
 

What’s the verb of the Bible? 
 
Most people would say that “Love” is the verb of the Bible.  Maybe you can 
make a case for this… but I want to point something out from a very familiar 
verse. 

John 3:16 (NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 

What’s the subject of this summary statement?   God! 
What’s the verb? 
The temptation is to say that love is the verb.  Certainly, God does love.  But 
that isn’t the verb of this summary statement. 
The verb of this summary statement is “GAVE”. 
 
God GAVE his son.  We are here together today because God gave his son. 
 
Focus:  Godly people love to give. 
 
Across America the general population hates it when preachers talk about 
giving.  I don’t know if that is you, but if it is, please bear with me today.  
Here’s why.  Jesus talked about money, and giving, and generosity a lot.  
Why did he do that? 
 
One of the important steps to breaking a sinful, self-centered pattern in our 

lives is the step of generosity. 
 
Maybe we are most like God when we give.  Being godly means being 
generous.   

THREE MINDSETS ABOUT GENEROSITY 



1. The BAG: (There is never ENOUGH) 
 
The bag mindset is a poverty mindset.  There is never enough in the bag. 

Haggai 1:6 (ESV)  You have sown much, and harvested little. You 
eat, but you never have enough; …. And he who earns wages does so 
to put them into a bag with holes.  

Most Americans live this way—Can’t get ahead—Always struggling.  WE 
wish we could give more but we think we can’t afford to.  We have too 
many payments.   
 
If this is you, you might consider signing up for Financial Peace University. 
 
So many of believers would love to be able to tithe (God’s instruction to 
give 10%), but they think they couldn’t possibly do that, because there just 
isn’t enough in the bag!  I’ll tithe when I can afford to, after I make more 
money.   
 
Just to let you know, many very wealthy people with far larger incomes than 
the average think there is no possible way they could tithe.   
 
Here’s another interesting thought.  Judas was the keeper of the money bag.  
And he had the scarcity mentality!  Do you remember what he said?   

John 12:6 (NIV)  He did not say this because he cared about the poor 
but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to 
help himself to what was put into it. 

A woman offered an extravagant expression of giving to Jesus.  She had 
very valuable perfume.  She broke the vial, gave it and didn’t hold back. 
It’s value was a year’s wage.  It was her most treasured, most valuable 
possession….  She busted it, and spilled it all out as an extravagant gift to 
Jesus.  Judas objected! 
 
Judas had the scarcity mindset when he said, “What are you doing!?  This is 
a waste.  You could have sold it and given the money to the poor!” 
 
Judas was the one who betrayed Jesus.  He sold out on Jesus for just 30 
coins.  Why?  He wanted to put more money in his bag. 
 
The BAG—There is never enough. 



2. The BASKET: (There Is ENOUGH)  
Deuteronomy 28:2, 5 (NIV2011) All these blessings will come on you 
and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God… 5 Your basket 
and your kneading trough will be blessed.  

Speaking of blessed baskets, here is a similar saying of Jesus. 
Luke 6:38 (NIV)  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  

He Didn’t say: Keep—  He said Give and it will be given.  He said give, and 
you will be blessed! 
 

What you keep is all you have. What you give, God multiplies. 
 
Illustration:  FEEADING 5,000 
He multiplied it—12 basketfuls left over (one per disciple?  It was an 
always enough reminder).     
 
With a blessed basket, it is always enough!   Giving is what breaks the 
poverty mindset! 

3. The BARN: (There is more than ENOUGH)  
Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops;  then your barns will be filled to 
overflowing….  

In Matthew 6:33, we talked about seeking God’s kingdom first.  And this 
was in a context about finances, and worry.  God wants to be first in our 
lives! Seek 1st!   I believe the Tithe is taught in the New Testament as well as 
the Old Testament, but as a training wheels kind of thing. 
 
If you have 10 dollars, which dollar do you give?  You give the first dollar.  
That’s the first fruits principle.  It is a faith principle.    
 
How did God give? God gave and He did not hold back. He gave His 
firstborn, His one and only Son. He gave the clean Lamb of God who was 
without spot or blemish. Why did God do this? God gave Jesus to redeem us 
from our sins.  
 
When did God give?  



God gave first, before we ever confessed our sins, before we ever said we 
needed Him, God gave first.  

Romans 5:8 (NIV)  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

God gave first. And what God gave, God multiplied, the life of one for the 
life of many.  
 
The tithe tests our trust.  When you give you don't just give 10%, but you 
give the first tenth, the first, the very first.   It takes faith to give first. It 
doesn't take faith to give last.  And giving last isn’t firstfruits, its leftovers.  
It takes faith to tithe.  I completely understand.  God says trust me on this.  
The tithe is training wheels to break the bag mentality. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-12 (NLT) {6}  Remember this—a farmer who plants 
only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 
generously will get a generous crop. {7}  You must each decide in your 
heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 
pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” {8}  And 
God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have 
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. {9}  As 
the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the 
poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.” {10}  For God is 
the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the 
same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then 
produce a great harvest of generosity in you. {11}  Yes, you will be 
enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when 
we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. {12}  So 
two good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of 
the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express 
their thanks to God.  

The barn mentality is not a hording storing mentality.  We are not to build 
bigger barns for ourselves, THIS IS A BARN BUSTING mentality to be a 
bigger blessing to others for the honor of Jesus’ Name, reputation, and 
mission! 
 
Dear God,  
You are a barn-busting, big-hearted, generous God! We want to joyfully 
give our first and best back to You. Show us where we can give more 



extravagantly to others. Holy Spirit, give us the courage to grow in 
generosity. Amen. 

 

 


