
Grace Is Greater 
(Week 2)  

Greater Than My Wounds 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 
1. The familiar song lyrics go “Amazing grace how sweet the sound....”  What stories 

about grace have touched your life?  Has anyone seen grace in action recently?   

VIEWPOINT 
2. READ Hebrews 12:15.  How does bitterness cause us to miss grace?   How does 

grace uproot bitterness?   

So many who grew up in church missed the grace.   

Was there a season in life where you turned your back on church and walked away 
from it, and if you were honest, you were bitter towards it.  

Story	1:	
• A youth group girl pregnant and begins to show... feeling shunned. 

• Quoted Gandhi on Facebook:  “I like your Christ. I do not like your 
Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”  

Story	2:	
• A man has an affair.  Marries the woman.  Repents.  He wants to come back 

to church... 

• A church leader starts a divisive campaign to keep him out. 

• The preacher meets with them both individually.   

• The one man is repentant, and is willing to do whatever he needs to do to 
be forgiven, and restored. 

• The “leader” is not willing to allow it under any circumstances. 

• The Pastor had to ask the “leader” to leave, because he was unrepentant of 
his sin of NOT offering grace to the repentant sinner. 

Story	3:	
• A woman came to church and had the “deer in the headlights” look—clearly 

she was anxious.  The volunteers were kind and helpful.  She opened up on 
explained that she had not been to church in 6 years since her divorce.  
Her last church had asked her to leave.  The volunteer said, “That is terrible.  
I’m divorced too.  It is painful enough what you went through.  Why didn’t 
someone walk with you instead of condemn you?”  The woman didn’t even 
know how to answer.   She was bringing her child to drop her child off.  She 
thought she wasn’t allowed to come to this church either.  The volunteer 
said.  Of course you would be allowed.  Would you like to sit with me?   The 

Talk It Over 
 



woman said that would be very helpful.  She went in.  The first words in the 
service welcomed everyone with something like this:  

“God, thank you that no matter where our path has taken us in life, you 
can redeem and forgive us.”  

Here tears began to flow.... they flowed frequently throughout the 
service. She went to the front to learn how to come back to God...  
She is walking with God again. 

 

A pastor did work with a ministry called Love in Action. Love in Action 
is a ministry that reaches out to help people who are caught up in 
some form of sexual addiction.  

 

This pastor tells about sitting in one of their group meetings. He’d 
never been to anything like this. He didn’t really know what to expect. 
And there was this good-sized group of men that gathered. One of 
them went to the front to share his story, and he told about driving 
home from work earlier that week and passing a night club for adults.  

 

He said, ‘When I drove by this adult night club I really wanted to stop.’ 
And when he said that, a bunch of hands went up in the air. The 
pastor listening and observing said that when the hands went up in 
the air, he really didn’t know what was happening. Who would be 
asking questions during a story like this? And why were there so many 
questions?  The Pastor was uncomfortable.  

 

But the guy continued his story, and he said, ‘I didn’t want to do it, but 
I pulled in the parking lot and I went in.’ And again, a number of 
people raised their hands in the crowd.  

 

The guy said, ‘I spent the evening there,’ again, hands went up.  

 

He said, ‘When I left I felt so ashamed, and I didn’t think God could 
love me.’ And the Pastor was dumbfounded at point because every 
hand in the crowd went up except for his, and he just didn’t 
understand why everybody had their hands raised. Why were there so 
many questions? Why weren’t they being answered?  

 

After the meeting was over, the director stopped him and said, ‘You 
look troubled.’ And the Pastor said, ‘I am troubled. Why were there so 
many questions? Why so many hands raised? Why didn’t anybody try 



to answer them?’ And the director said, ‘No, you don’t understand. We 
have one rule here.  The rule is:  You never struggle alone. So if you’ve 
ever struggled with the same thing someone else is confessing, you 
have to raise your hand when they confess it.’”  

 

We all need grace.  Grace changes everything.  It changes the way we 
view others.  We are people of grace.  We are loved people who love 
people.  We are forgiven people who forgive people.  We are blessed 
people who bless people.  We are followers who have learned how to 
humbly say, “Follow me.”   

 

3. READ Ephesians 4:32;  Matthew 6:12, 14, 15;  18:35;  Mark 11:25;  Luke 6:37;   
What do these verses have in common?  What do these teach?  What was meant by 
Sunday’s statement “Grace is only grace if it goes both ways?”   What does it mean 
to say:  Grace RECEIVERS can’t afford to be UNGRACIOUS? 

 

4. READ 1 Timothy 1:15.  Paul wrote this late in his life.  Why does he refer to 
himself as being the worst of sinners?  Why does he use the present tense instead 
of the past tense? 

1 Timothy 1:15 (NIV2011) {15}  Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.  

Sometimes the details of grammar and tenses in the verb is VERY 
important.  Paul didn’t say, I “was the worst”, but I am the worst.  That 
is a strange one for us to comprehend.  This same guy who has 
learned how to give thanks in all circumstances.  This same guy who 
has received, and taught us about Grace and how it works, and has 
matured to incredible strength, firmly rooted in Christ still said, “Of 
whom I AM the worst.”  Why does he do that?   

He does it because he knows himself better than he knows ANYONE 
else. 

What do you think of the following statement?  

“If you’re not the biggest sinner you know, you don’t know yourself 
very well.”     

You know so many more sins about yourself than any other person.  
Aren’t you the biggest sinner you know? 

How does this kind of attitude relate to the concept of forgiving others 
who have hurt you? 

GETTING PERSONAL 
5. Under what kind of circumstances do you f ind it  diff icult to be a grace 

giver? How were you ungracious?   



6. What helps you to forgive someone you do not feel l ike forgiving? 

7. Can you tel l  a story about a t ime that you chose to forgive someone 
and it  set you free? 

 
MAKING PROGRESS 

8. What are some practical ways you can show mercy, or give grace to 
someone who has hurt you?   

 


