
Divine Direction 
(Week 2)  

Wisdom To Discern 
 

 
 
 
SMALL TALK 

1. What was the last decision you can remember, big or small?  How did you make it? 

 

2. Do you ever just ask God for direction?  What happens? 

VIEWPOINT 
3. READ Psalm 32:8.  Do you think like this?  What role does God play in your 

decisions?  

Psalm 32:8 (NIV)   I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should 
go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.  

 

Psalm 32:8 (NLT)    The LORD says, “I will guide you along the best 
pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.  

 

4. READ Psalm 32:9-10.  In retrospect, how do you determine if a decision you made 
was a good one or a bad one? 

Psalm 32:9-10 (NIV)   Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no 
understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come 
to you. {10}  Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’s unfailing love 
surrounds the one who trusts in him.  
• The whole story of the Bible begins with humanity’s failure, a failure to trust 

God’s definition of good and evil, in favor of determining for ourselves what we 
think is good or evil.  When we choose to be autonomous, and independently 
run our own lives, for self-interest, everything rapidly falls apart.   

• God continues in his grace to show us what is truly good, and what is evil.  God 
is Holy, and His description is the definition of good and evil.  We can trust his 
instructions, and he has given us a lot of moral instruction. 

• That does not mean he tells us what to do on every occasion.  Many times we 
must make choices within the parameters of his moral will.  Sometimes we 
have choices between what is good, and what is best.  Best choices have to do 
with our desire to please God.  What if we have choices between two equally 
good options?  When our motives are good, and we desire to honor God, 
choose what seems right.   When we choose within the a right motive and while 
following his best within his moral instructions, even if the results of our 
decisions don’t immediately payoff, these were good decisions.  The Bible is 
filled with examples of this.  See question 6 for a few examples. 

Talk It Over 
 



 

5. READ Proverbs 13:20.  Where do you need wisdom in your life?  How will you find 
the right people?   

Proverbs 13:20 (NIV) Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion 
of fools suffers harm.  
 
It's almost impossible to live the right life when you have the wrong friends.  
Show me your friends and I'll show you your future. 

If you want to reach friends who are far from Christ the way Jesus did, you had 
better have friends who are close to Christ to support you in that effort, to make 
sure you are the good influence and don’t fall under the influence of your 
friends who are far from Christ.   
Your mom was right!   Where’d your mom get so wise?   
1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV2011)   Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts 
good character.” 
Walk with the Wise!   Walk implies doing life together.  This isn’t just asking 
for advice here and there.  Do life together.  Are you in a small  group?  Are 
you doing life together with believers?  Don’t do l i fe alone.   
 

 
6. READ 1 Corinthians 16:5-9; 1Thessalonians 3:1-3.  What are the phrases used 

related to Paul’s decision making process?   

1 Corinthians 16:5-9 (NIV) After I go through Macedonia, I will come to 
you—for I will be going through Macedonia. {6}  Perhaps I will stay with you 
for a while [I have no idea how long] , or even spend the winter, [because I 
really don’t have a clue which way things will go] so that you can help me on 
my journey, wherever I go. {7}  For I do not want to see you now and make 
only a passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits.  
[I’m not really sure this will happen, I certainly don’t know for certain at this 
time]  {8}  But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, {9}  because a great 
door for effective work has opened to me, [how does he know this?  What 
was his criteria for deciding that a great door for effective work was there? 
Was it because nobody was opposing him there?!  Certainly NOT! Because 
he says next] and there are many who oppose me.  
 
1 Thessalonians 3:1-3 (NIV2011) {1}  So when we could stand it no longer, 
we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. {2}  We sent Timothy, who 
is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of 
Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, {3}  so that no one 
would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are 
destined for them.  
 
 
Paul did not wait for everything to become perfectly clear before he takes his next 
steps!  So how does he decide these things?  That’s the question. 



 
So, if you feel a little bit like Paul, take comfort in this.  
• God didn’t show Paul specifically how to decide on these matters.  
• God does not always show us the details and tell us precisely what to do.  In 

fact, my guess this is rare. 
• There were some exceptions, sure, where God got very specific on some 

details for Moses, or Elijah, and others, but he doesn’t always do this. 
• Generally speaking, he gives us a lot of freedom to choose between a variety of 

good options.  
• What do you do if you have two or three great options?  What if you are not 

certain what to do? 
 

GETTING PERSONAL 
7. How can you embrace God as not just an advisor, but as a present and loving 

guide? 

8. Think about the next decision you need to make.  Answer this question aloud, “Can 
I see myself doing anything else that would please God more?” 

9. Where there is no moral command, God gives you wisdom to choose.  What 
decision do you need to make?  Anything you need to do before you make that 
decision? 

MAKING PROGRESS 
 

10. One of VVCC’s core statements is:  “Live with eternal significance.”  How might this 
serve as a decision-making guide? 
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Wisdom To Decide 
Series: Divine Direction 
 
INTRO VIDEO then……..Series TITLE SLIDE: 
 
Does it seem like making decisions is more difficult now than it used to be?   
 
I remember when the choice was would you like some coffee?  Cream with that?  Sugar?  
One lump or two?  Now, oh my goodness, what choices we have!?  Then there are the 
lines where people are making those choices so slowly!   
 
It seems like our options are limitless.   
 
Here’s our series description: 
 
You haven’t finished your life story. What will you do with the blank pages?  Why not 
look to the author of life for some divine direction for your “happily ever after” story?   
 
Many believers experience confusion, and a lot of pressure to discover the “perfect will 
of God” for their decisions.  This happens at all the crossroads questions, like:  Who to 
marry, when to marry, whether to go to college, which college to go to, what career to 
aim for.  What do we do when we feel the pressure to discover “God’s perfect will” we 
aren’t sure what it is?    
 
1.  The Power of Decisions 
2.  Wisdom To Decide 
3.  Trust the Process 
4.  Faith To Start 
 
Focus:  We can make decisions that honor God even when we don’t have perfect clarity.   
 
Last week we focused on “Who before Do”.  God is more interested on who we are 
becoming before him, in character, and from the inside, than he is on our career 
trajectory.  If we take care of the integrity he wants us to have, we are “bless-able”.  
Focusing on the WHO is more important so that God can bless you in the details of what 
you do.  So, even if I am somehow able to teach good and inspiring messages and lead 
the way in a grand vision…everything falls apart if “who I am” is messed up.  If I don’t 
focus on who I am before God, and keep my integrity, everything falls, and fails.  You 
already get that.  But that isn’t just for preachers, that’s for everyone.  Focus on “Who 
before Do”.    
 
The second thing we focused on was “Why Before What”.  Before you get all bogged 
down on the details of What you are supposed to do in life, get WHY you do things 



settled in your soul.  Paul told us that whatever we do, whatever career, whatever job, do 
it wholeheartedly as if you are working for God himself, to honor God.  That settles the 
motive question, and God looks at the heart to look for people he can bless and work 
through.  WHY you do what you do, is the motive.  Focus on WHY you do what you do 
before the what.  What you do will take care of itself if you focus on Who before Do, and 
Why before What.  That was review. 
 
Today, in  WISDOM to DECIDE, I want us to begin with a surprising passage about 
how the Apostle Paul made decisions. 

1 Corinthians 16:5-9 (NIV) After I go through Macedonia, I will 
come to you—for I will be going through Macedonia. {6}  Perhaps 
I will stay with you for a while [I have no idea how long] , or even 
spend the winter, [because I really don’t have a clue which way 
things will go] so that you can help me on my journey, wherever I 
go. {7}  For I do not want to see you now and make only a passing 
visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits.  
[I’m not really sure this will happen, I certainly don’t know for 
certain at this time]  {8}  But I will stay on at Ephesus until 
Pentecost, {9}  because a great door for effective work has opened 
to me, [how does he know this?  What was his criteria for 
deciding that a great door for effective work was there? Was it 
because nobody was opposing him there?!  Certainly NOT! 
Because he says next] and there are many who oppose me.  

 
Paul did not wait for everything to become perfectly clear before he took his next steps!  
So how did he decide these things?  That’s the question.   Paul didn’t know with certainty 
any of the details about WHAT he was to DO.  But he knew WHO he was to be, and 
WHY he did what he did.   

I. Are you waiting for CERTAINTY? 
Perhaps our waiting for certainty is a form of stalling 
   

 
“God, please show me what to do.”   
“I'm not always going to show you exactly what to do.  But here’s what I am 

willing to do.  I am perfectly willing to give you wisdom to decide! 
“Can’t you just tell me?  Please.  You decide.” 
“You misunderstand what I want for you here.  I don’t want to MAKE you do 

what I want you to do.  Where is the love in that?  I don’t want to decide everything for 
you.  Where is the creativity, initiative, and faith in that?  I want you to grow and learn 
and become WHO you are meant to become and then you will know WHY you do what 
you do.  Once you know WHY you do what you do, I will give you wisdom to decide.  I’ve 



invited you to be in a covenant partnership with me here.  It might be good to ask 
yourself, why do you want to do whatever you want to do? 

Now…let’s just say God asked us this?  How do we respond?  Perhaps the best 
response of any covenant partner if deep down we really meant it is this: “I want to 
become more like your son Jesus Christ, I want to love and honor you.” 

Then how can you best do that in this decision? 

II. Take Wise Steps In The Middle of Uncertainties 
Proverbs 4:7 (NIV)  The beginning of wisdom is this: Get 
wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding.  

God will not always show you what to do, but He is generous and will give you wisdom 
to decide if you seek to learn from Him.   But how do we do that? 

III. WALK with the WISE 
Proverbs 13:20 (NIV)  Walk with the wise and become wise, for a 
companion of fools suffers harm.  

What happens when you walk with the wise? You become wise.  
What happens if your companions are fools?  You will suffer harm. 
 
It's almost impossible to live the right life when you have the wrong friends.  
 

Show me your friends and I'll show you your future. 
 
But internally, we want to push back, “But Jesus befriended the sinner.”  Yes.   
 
If you want to reach friends who are far from Christ the way Jesus did, you had better 
have friends who are close to Christ to support you in that effort, to make sure you are the 
good influence and don’t fall under the influence of your friends who are far from Christ.   
 

1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV2011)   Do not be misled: “Bad 
company corrupts good character.” 

Walk with the Wise!   Walk implies doing life together.  This isn’t just asking for advice 
here and there.  Do life together.  Are you in a small group?  Are you doing life together 
with believers?  Don’t do life alone.   
 
If you see any area of success in someone’s life, chances are VERY good that they've 
been walking with the wise.   
 
Do you want Divine Direction?  Hang out with God's people who are living examples in 
the area you need to learn.   

IV. ASK for WISDOM 



James 1:5 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you.  

God waits to be asked in a lot of our decision making.  He loves to give us wisdom when 
we ask! 

Psalm 32:8-9 (NLT) {8}  The LORD says, “I will guide you along 
the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over 
you.  

I’m a grandpa of 6 grandkids!  I have enjoyed holding each of my six grandkids.  
Guiding, advising, and watching over looks different at different stages.  In the early 
stages, I’m carrying them.  I’m doing all the talking.  Then they start to point and 
direct me.  I’m still guiding, advising, watching over.  Later I walk with them.  We 
are interacting together.  They still point and pull.  I’m still guiding, advising, 
watching over them.  Later, it changes further, there may be some debriefing.  But it 
is a relationship, and it is not all one sided.  It cannot be for growth. 

 
Walk with God.  Trust him.  He will guide you.  He will advise you.  He will watch over 
you.  It takes some of the fear away as we are making decisions. 
 
Are you being held by him?  Are you walking and holding his hand?  Are you out ahead 
of him, pulling him?  Have you walked away from him?  Is there going to be a debriefing 
later for your sake, that you might grow in wisdom.  Are you in partnership with him to 
develop you? 
 

V. DECIDE 

Karate	Kid	(original	version)	
Mr. Miyagi says, “Daniel-San, are you ready for your Karate lesson”.  
Daniel San says, “I guess so.”  
Mister Miyagi says, “Daniel-San, we must talk”.      “Walk on road, walk right side... 
safe. Walk left side... safe, walk middle, sooner or later.... “skwhuuwhiich” (sound)... get 
squish just like grape.  Here the same thing.  Either you Karate do...Yes...or You Karate 
do...No....but you Karate do ‘I guess so’--“skwhuuwhiich”  (sound) -- get squish like 
grape.  Understand?” 
 
Don’t walk down the middle.  Decide!  
 
But how?    Scripture gives some CLEAR do’s and don’ts.  God wants you to DECIDE.    
 
Wherever there is not clear, moral, scriptural direction, what does God do?  God gives 
you wisdom to decide.   God wants you to choose to please him.  DECIDE.  Because he 
loves you, he gives you freedom to decide.  He doesn’t make your decisions for you.  
That wouldn’t be love but coercion. 



1 Thessalonians 3:1 (NIV)  So when we could stand it no longer, 
we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens.  

God guides you. God advises you. God watches over you.  He gives you wisdom to 
decide.  
 
Dear God, You are the covenant maker, inviting me to a partnership in your story for 
your namesake and reputation.  You are the author of life, inviting me to join my life with 
your life.  Since you are the author of my life, I want you to be the hero of my story, and I 
give you the rest of my blank pages.  When I live like life is all about me, my life gets all 
messed up.  I want my life to honor you.  Thank you for guiding me, advising me, and 
watching over me.  Lord Jesus, thank you for what you did to make this covenant 
partnership possible.  I belong to you and thank you in advance for your Spirit’s power to 
help me live my new “happily ever after” life.  In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen!    
 


