
  
 

GOING DEEPER OPTIONAL READING:  Read chapter 11 of The Good 
a nd Bea utiful Life, by James Bryan Smith (available for purchase in 
the hallway). 

 
Soul Training Exercises:   
 

• Learn to live without judging others.  Eliminate gossip from your 
life.  Do not speak negatively about someone when they are not 
present.  Stop spinning your “condemnation” with, “I’m just being 
honest.” 

 
• Memorize Matthew 7:3-5 and remember that condemning others 

IS the “plank” that blinds you. 
 
• Come along side people the way Jesus did, standing with them, 

“asking”, “seeking”, and “knocking” in prayer on their behalf, then 
journal the results. 

 
With a friend or group: 
 

• What is the problem with the “speck inspector”? (Matthew 7:3-5) 
 
 
•  What is the point of this humorous illustration?   

 
 

• How would a Pharisee interpret Matthew 7:6?  How are we to 
interpret it differently?  When and why should we stop our pearl 
pushing?  

 
 
• Instead of judging and condemning others, what approach is more 

effective and in keeping with the ministry style of Jesus and the 
golden rule (7:12)?  (Matthew 7:7-12)  

Get To The Heart Of The 
Matter On condemnation  
 
Series:  Apprentice II-Life On The Rock 
Presenter: Jim Hammond 
Texts:  Matthew 5:20, 7:1-12 
 
 

FOCUS:  “Judging” does not help people; prayerful love does. 

 

I.  Don’t Be A __________ __________________ 
 
 
 

II . Don’t Be A __________ ____________ 
 
 

 
III . Be ________ Rather Than ______________ 
 
 

 

My Next Step: 

 

Soul Training Exercises:  Week 9 

 

Today’s message and many more are available online at www.vvchristianchurch.net. 
 
If you would like a CD or DVD of today’s message, write your request on the back of your attendance card, and 
place it in the offering plate.  Your CD or DVD will be at the Connection Central desk in the Connection Hallway 
next Sunday.  We suggest a $2 donation per DVD and a $1 donation per CD. 


