
Exponential 
(Week 2)  

Jump Start 
 

 
 
 
SMALL TALK 

1. If you could speak another language fluently, which one would you choose and 
why? 

 

VIEWPOINT 

2. READ Acts 2:1-13.  What unusual miracle(s) took place when God “Jump Started” 
the Jesus movement and his followers?  What was the reaction of the Jews who 
came to the feast of Pentecost from other countries? 

Acts 2:1-13 (NIV) {1} 	When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. {2} 	Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
{3} 	They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 
rest on each of them. {4} 	All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. {5} 	Now there 
were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
{6} 	When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard their own language being spoken. {7} 	Utterly 
amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? {8} 	Then 
how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? {9} 	Parthians, 
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, {10} 	Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
near Cyrene; visitors from Rome {11} 	(both Jews and converts to Judaism); 
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 
tongues!” {12} 	Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does 
this mean?” {13} 	Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have 
had too much wine.”  
 
• Miraculously loud sound of blowing violent wind inside the building (2:2) that 

caused the Pentecost crowds ran to investigate (2:6) 

• Followed by miraculous visual manifestation of something like a flame, that 
separated and then rested above each Jesus follower, making them look like 
lit human candles. (2:3) 

• Then these Galilean Jesus followers spontaneously and miraculously erupt in 
“declaring the wonders of God”  (2:11) in the native languages of the foreign 
Jews (2:4, 6, 8)!   

Talk It Over 
 



 

3. How is the Acts 2 description of miraculous “speaking in tongues” different than the 
kind of “speaking in tongues” described later in the movement, say in 1 Corinthians 
14?  For example:  Compare and contrast Acts 2:4-8 with 1 Corinthians 14:2.   

Acts 2:4-8 (NIV) {4}  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. {5}  Now there were 
staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
{6}  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard their own language being spoken. {7}  Utterly 
amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? {8}  Then 
how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?  
 
1 Corinthians 14:2 (NIV)  For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not 
speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter 
mysteries by the Spirit. 
• In Acts 2, people clearly understand the wonders of God being proclaimed in 

their own foreign languages. 

• In 1 Corinthians 14, the language spoken “no one understands”. 

• The Acts 2 miracle requires no “interpretation” or “translation”.  In 1 
Corinthians 14 what is called for is “interpretation”. 

• In Acts 2 the “wonders of God” was declared to Jewish foreigners (Jews of the 
dispersion) in their foreign languages.  In 1 Corinthians 14, there is a contrast 
described between the gift of “prophecy” (clear proclamation) and the gift of 
“tongues” (unclear mysterious utterances).  In the one there is clarity, and in 
the other confusion.  In the one there is clear proclamation, in the other only 
mysterious proclamation.  In the one it edifies the hearer, in the other it only 
encourages the speaker who does not even know what he is speaking but 
enjoys the ecstatic utterance.  The Acts 2 experience and the 1 Corinthians 
14 experience are clearly two different kinds of tongues speaking, and yet, 
both experiences were enabled by God’s Spirit.  It seems to me that the Acts 
2 experience was a one time supernatural experience not to be expected 
today, and the 1 Corinthian 14 experience is a gift not to be expected by 
everyone, but is still in evidence today, and although not forbidden (1 
Corinthians 14:39), the clear proclamation of the word is Paul’s instruction to 
a church that lost touch with their outreach mission.   

4. READ Acts 2:14-40.  How did Peter explain the strange phenomenon?  What did 
he “spot light” and how did it affect his audience? 

Acts 2:14-41 (NIV) {14} 	Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his 
voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. {15} 
These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 
{16} 	No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: {17} “ ‘In the last 
days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will 



dream dreams. {18} 	Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour 
out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. {19} 	I will show wonders 
in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke. {20} 	The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. {21} 	And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ {22} 	“Fellow 
Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to 
you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, 
as you yourselves know. {23} 	This man was handed over to you by God’s 
deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, 
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. {24} 	But God raised him from 
the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on him. {25} 	David said about him: “ ‘I saw the Lord 
always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
{26} 	Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will 
rest in hope, {27} 	because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
you will not let your holy one see decay. {28} 	You have made known to me 
the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ {29} 	“Fellow 
Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was 
buried, and his tomb is here to this day. {30} 	But he was a prophet and knew 
that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his 
descendants on his throne. {31} 	Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the 
dead, nor did his body see decay. {32} 	God has raised this Jesus to life, and 
we are all witnesses of it. {33} 	Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what 
you now see and hear. {34} 	For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he 
said, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand {35} 	until I make 
your enemies a footstool for your feet.” ’ {36} 	“Therefore let all Israel be 
assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Messiah.” {37} 	When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we	do?” 
{38} 	Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. {39} 	The promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” {40} 	With many 
other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” {41} 	Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

5. What is significant about empowerment of the Jesus movement and his followers?  
Although the details of the phenomena of Acts 2 were a one time unique event in 
history, what is universally true for every true disciple of Jesus? (See Acts 2:38) 



6. Can you use the main points so far (week 1 & 2) in the series “Exponential” to 
explain in your own words how God moves people in this Jesus movement?   

7. What moved you to follow Jesus? 

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

8. VVCC core statements are:  “Don’t Do Life Alone”, “Do First Things First”, “Saved 
People Serve People”, “Followers Say, ‘Follow Me,” and “Live With Eternal 
Significance.”  Pick one of these statements and talk about your progress in this 
Jesus Movement.   

  



March 10, 2019 

Jump Start 
Series:  Exponential (week 2) 
 
[Exponential Video Intro] 
 
REVIEW: 

• A machine has many interconnected moving parts.   
• A movement has many interconnected moving people. 

 
It is God who moves his movement.   
 
In fact today we are talking about how he jump started it! 
Today’s title is Jump Start!   [HOLDING JUMPER CABLES]   
 
Let’s just say you get into your car tomorrow morning to go to work and it doesn’t start.  
You call your mechanic friend and he says, “What does it do when you turn the key?”  
You describe what it does.  Then he says, “I know exactly what it is.  I’ll fix you right up.  
Come on over.”  
You say, “Well, uh, there’s just one problem…. It doesn’t start.  I can’t come over.  “Oh, 
yeah”, he laughs. 
 
I think sometimes we act just like that mechanic.  People’s lives aren’t working.  We 
know the problem, and we say, come on over, and they don’t.  Maybe what we need to do 
is go to them and let them experience at least a little bit of the life we enjoy.  That is how 
the movement works best.  It is less about inviting people to come and more about going 
to them.  Isn’t that what Jesus did for us.  He came to us. 
 
Focus:  Jesus gave us his power to move in his mission. 
 
Review:  Last week we focused on Jesus’ words before the His movement exploded into 
action and growth, he told his disciples what their mission would be.  Then he said they 
were to WAIT and they would receive power.  This is the Jump Start we are talking about 
today.   

Acts 2:1 (NIV)  When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place.  

Pentecost was one of the Jewish feast celebrations.  Jews from all over the world would 
come to Jerusalem for these celebrations.  Pentecost took place exactly 50 days after 
Passover.  And this was the first Pentecost after THAT Passover, the Passover day when 
Jesus was crucified just 50 days earlier.   
 
50 days!  Let’s pause and reflect on this for just a minute.  Today is March 10th.  January 
20th doesn’t seem like that long ago, but it was 7 weeks ago.  Imagine how raw our 



feelings would still be in Jerusalem and what the talk was about everywhere, and the 
rumors, about Jesus, the story about him being alive! 
 
50 days!  Do you know what this means?  The Jesus movement is not based on a myth.  
Myths require hundreds of years separation from the actual historical events (50 days is 
too little time for a mythical idea to be acceptable.  Nobody could make up and sell as 
reality mythical ideas that happened just 7 weeks before.  There were too many 
eyewitnesses, believing and unbelieving eyewitnesses.  Jesus, and the Jesus movement is 
not myth but history.  No credible historian says Jesus was a myth.  Unbelieving secular 
historians as well as the believing historians wrote about Jesus and the movement very 
shortly after the events.  Jesus was a real person in history.  Opinions about him differ, 
but he is not a mythical person. 
 
A movement exploded just 50 days after the event.  Not 300 years after based on the 
collected writings about the event.  The movement exploded into a movement before 
ANY of what we call the New Testament was ever written down.   
 
What we are about to read is supernatural.  If today is your first day with us, let me just 
say that what we are going to talk about today is Jesus giving us his power and it is going 
to sound really weird at first.  And especially weird if you are a skeptic.   But if you are a 
skeptic.  Welcome.  I’m glad you are here.  I’m just giving you fair warning.   
 
Here is the thing.  I believe in miracles, and sometimes when I ponder them, its just 
weird.  How could it be otherwise, a miracle breaks the natural pattern we are used to.  
When something is supernatural, it isn’t natural, or ordinary, it is extraordinary.  “Weird” 
is one way of describing supernatural or extraordinary.  So, are you ready for weird?  
Here goes.   

Acts 2:2 (NIV) Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. 

Have you ever been in a violent windstorm?  It is difficult to shout loud enough to carry 
on a conversation with anyone next to you.  This miracle starts with SOUNDS. 

Acts 2:3 (NIV) They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 
that separated and came to rest on each of them.  

Then we move from strange sounds to strange SIGHTS.  In this very loud sound and light 
show, they see a bright flaming light.  Then it separates into individual flaming lights, 
and then these individual separated flames each rest just above the heads of each gathered 
believer!  Are you picturing it in your mind?  What do you see?  Do you see what looks 
like human candles?  Right?  How weird is that?!  Now why would God do that?   
 
Isn’t this a perfect visual? Jesus said in his sermon on the Mount, “You are the light of 
the world.”  He just said in Acts 1, “wait”, you will be my witnesses.  Same thing.   
 



Our job is to shine in the dark world.  The only way to light things in the dark in their day 
was with oil lamps with a flame, or candles with a flame.  Now people in the movement 
of Jesus are human candles!  That’s our job!  To give light to a spiritually dark world.  
Isn’t that just the coolest thing?!  Human candles!  I know, it’s WEIRD RIGHT?  It gets 
weirder! 

Acts 2:4 (NIV)  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them.  

It becomes clear from the context, that what Luke wrote about in this case is  about 
talking “other known languages”.  Man, I wish this miracle would have happened to me 
when I took French in High School!  Or when I took Greek in college!  That would have 
been really handy!  This is not the same kind of tongues speaking that we read about later 
in Acts or say for example in 1 Corinthians 14.  But I’ll leave that for you to study out, in 
the Talk It Over guide.   

Acts 2:5 (NIV)  Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-
fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.  

Check out what this multi national crowd did.   

Acts 2:6 (NIV) When they heard this sound, a crowd came 
together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken.  

They came running to see what caused that loud noise.  Then rather than get an 
explanation, they were bewildered by something else.  By this time it appears the visual 
element is not longer visible.   

Acts 2:7-8 (NIV) {7} Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all 
these who are speaking Galileans? {8}  Then how is it that 
each of us hears them in our native language? 

• Then Peter answers their question… 
• Look for this pattern in your own life.   
• Waiting, prayer, answered prayer, openness, perhaps even a question. 

I. EXPLAIN your EXPERIENCE 
Acts 2:14 (NIV)  Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me 
explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  

If you are a Jesus follower, Jesus gives you his power to move in his mission also.  
And as you wait, pray, and experience God’s power, you will have ample opportunity 
to explain your experience.   
He says here’s how the Bible explains it… 



Acts 2:17 (NIV) “ ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out 
my Spirit on all people…  

Peter  

II. But shine the spotlight on JESUS 
Acts 2:22 (NIV)  “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of 
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, 
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, 
as you yourselves know.  

Nobody denied Jesus was a miracle worker!  They thought he must be doing it by evil 
power since his claims sounded so radical to them. 

Acts 2:23 (NIV)  …. and you, with the help of wicked men, 
put him to death by nailing him to the cross.  
Acts 2:24 (NIV)  But God raised him from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on him.  
Acts 2:36 (NIV)  “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Messiah.”  
Acts 2:37 (NIV)  When the people heard this, they were cut 
to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?”  

A very good question! 

III. Clear up CONFUSION (2:38-40) 
Peter gave a very specific and clear answer to their question, “What should we do?” 

Acts 2:38 (NIV) Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Some of you need to hear this for yourself today.  “Repent” change your thinking, and 
your ways.  Because of what Jesus has done, you can be forgiven.  If these who felt guilty 
for crucifying Jesus can be forgiven, we can too!  Turn to Jesus.  You are not a mistaker 
in need of a life coach, you are a sinner in need of a savior.  “Repent and be baptized.”   
 



Its not the water that makes forgiveness possible,  
it is Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection that makes it possible. 

 
Baptism is a covenant ceremony in water.   It is not the only covenant ceremony.  Jesus 
established the one we just participated in earlier in our session together today.  He said 
this.  

Luke 22:20 (NIV2011)  In the same way, after the supper he 
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you.  

Baptism is the New Covenant Entrance Ceremony, being dunked into and identifying 
with Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection in this dunking in water ceremony.     
Communion is a New Covenant Renewal Ceremony, like a renewal of vows, or your 
declaration of love.   
 
Like in a covenant marriage ceremony, the two are becoming one.  It is like Jesus is 
saying, will you be mine, in a covenant with me?  And we say, yes, or “I do”.  [Show the 
“I’m ALL In” T-shirt”]  

Acts 2:41 (NIV)  Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day. 

 
My Dear Lord Jesus, 
You are the source of life and forgiveness.  I need you and I turn to you.  Thank you for 
taking into yourself the penalty for my sin, and making forgiveness possible.  I honor you 
as my Lord and savior and surrender every aspect and dimension of my life to you.  I am 
fully covered by the victory of your sacrifice purifying me, and your resurrection giving 
me life.  Restore me now in your Holy Spirit, renew me in you.  Amen.   
 
If you want to be baptized.  Sign up for CONNECT Life, either the class or online, and 
start it today!  We will teach you then help you make arrangements for your baptism.   
 
 

 


