
Divine Direction 
(Week 4)  

Faith To Start 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. What’s something God is calling you to start?  Or start again? 

 

2. What’s your very next step after you start?  Keep it simple. 
 

 

VIEWPOINT 

3. What was your biggest take away from the “Divine Direction” series? 

Review: 

• WHO BEFORE DO.   Since God cares about WHO you are becoming even more than what you DO, 
we must care about becoming who he wants us to become more than fixating on what particular calling, 
career, or decision we are to do. 

• Since God cares more about your WHY than your WHAT  (motives matter) we need to focus on 
WHY BEFORE WHAT. 

• God is more than happy to give you wisdom to decide.   
• When you walk with the wise and you become wise.   
• God will advise you, guide you, and watch over you. 
• There are stages to discerning God’s Divine Direction 

o Stage  1 :    Spiritual Promptings 
o Stage  2 :    Certain Uncertainties 
o Stage  3 :    Predictable Resistance 
o Stage  4 :    Uncommon confidence.  It is all the previous stages that gives us this uncommon 

confidence; when we move from the Spirit’s promptings by pondering these then acting on 
them soon we sense the Spirit Compelling us forward in the Divine Direction.  

• The challenge for so many of us is this:   It’s often the start that stops us. 
• We will never finish something we don’t start. 

 

4. READ Zechariah 4:10.  How does this encourage you to start by taking your first 
small step?   

5. READ Nehemiah 2:19-20.  How did Nehemiah answer the resistance even though 
he didn’t know the detailed plans as to how to pull off such a massive project? 

• Nehemiah started small, then kept taking his next step.  He had the faith to 
start, even though at the time he had no clue how to pull it off, and what that 
would be like.  You don’t need the faith to finish, when you star, you only need 
the faith to start.  Then you need the faith to take another step.  Then the faith 

Talk It Over 
 



to take another step.  The way you pull off something larger than you is by 
trusting a big God for help taking your next step. 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

6. Do you have any divine burdens?  What makes you think this thought:  “This isn’t 
right.  Someone needs to do something about this!” 

 
7. What about starting is making you the most worried or discouraged?  How can we 

pray together with you? 
 

MAKING PROGRESS 

8. One of our core statements is “Everyone has a next step?”  Why is this so important 
to remember?   
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Focus :   Divine Direction inspires us to start something new. 
 
On the one hand, “something new” sounds exciting and it is, but on the other hand, to step in the divine direction for our lives 
usually requires us to step away from our current comfort zone.  When you stop and reflect, we are strange creatures.  We 
know we should do something.  It is the right thing to do—we may even want to do it—but something else strange happens.  
There is usually something inside of me resisting taking that first step.   
 
Anybody else like that?  Has God been inspiring you to start something?  Are you resisting?  Are you waiting?  Sometimes the 
thing we have been thinking about starting we know is a good thing, but we also know that we have to face becoming 
uncomfortable to start in that direction.   
 
Is there something you have thought about starting?  You know you want to do something about it on the one hand but….you 
also are a little reluctant?   It might be to start school.  It might be to start over again in a relationship that needs rebuilding.  It 
might be to start working out.  It might be to start a business.  Or to start in a new job.  Or to start working on getting out of 
debt. It might be to start serving.  It might be to start in a Small Group.   Maybe it is to start tithing.  It might be to start going to 
HOPE for Addiction, our Thursday night recovery group.  
 

The challenge for so many of us is this: 
It’s often the start that stops us. 

 
And  ye t ,  we  know th i s :  We w i l l  never  f i n i s h  someth i ng  we  don ’ t  s ta r t .  

 
But what do I mean… “Faith to start?”   
Faith to start is the title this morning, and that’s starting from a different place than merely starting. 
 
What if it feels too big?  If it isn’t too big, do you need any faith?  Faith is a resource available to us to start on something that is 
too big for us, but not too big for God.  Even with something too big for us, we need to Start Small, and start with faith. 

I. START SMALL. 



For inspiration and encouragement today, we are going to look at Nehemiah.   

Nehemiah 1:2-4 (NIV2011)  …I questioned them about the Jewish 
remnant that had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. 
{3}  They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the 
province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is 
broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” {4}  When I 
heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned 
and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.  

They lost their land, they lost their Temple.  Everything was destroyed.  The remnant has returned but nothing is the same.   
 
Nehemiah has a divine burden…. And this divine burden is on its way to becoming “Divine Direction”.  What if you have a burden 
for something that is too big for you?  What do you do?  What Nehemiah did was a great thing to do.  He prayed. 

Nehemiah 1:5-11 (NIV2011) {5}  Then I said: “LORD, the God of 
heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love 
with those who love him and keep his commandments, 

Watch Bible Projects VIDEO:  Covenants (in DD folder) 

 
 {6}  let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer 
your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, 
the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself 
and my father’s family, have committed against you. {7}  We have 
acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, 
decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. {8}  “Remember the 
instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are 
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, {9}  but if you return to 
me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the 
farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the 
place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ {10} “They are your 
servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength 
and your mighty hand. {11}  Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer 
of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in 
revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him 
favor in the presence of this man.” I was cupbearer to the king.  

 
Nehemiah has become a “covenant partner” and a “Divine Burden carrier”.  He takes this burden up with God.   
 

Covenant partners become divine burden carriers. 
 
This is a massive project.  Nehemiah is not a builder.  But he ventures a start, not knowing how it will go.   
 
Nehemiah who is not a builder doesn’t know how to start.  Besides, he has other responsibilities.  So, what does he do?  He 
starts…by praying.   



 
Then he talked to the King.  Then he packed his bags.  Then he traveled 850 miles.  Then he rallied the remnant.   

Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NIV)  Then I said to them, “You see the trouble 
we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with 
fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer 
be in disgrace.” {18}  I also told them about the gracious hand of my 
God on me and what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let us 
start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 

 

A divine burden carrier doesn’t know the details; all he or she has is the divine burden, the Spirit’s prompting, and with it there is 
the certainty of uncertainty.  And this is uncomfortable.  Yet, what the divine burden carrier has is FAITH.  Who did the 
prompting?  Who carries the burden?  You are not alone.   

A. You	don’t	have	to	have	the	faith	to	finish.		

B. You	just	have	to	have	the	faith	to	start.		
 

VVCC	has	a	“Faith	to	Start”	story.	
Our church’s story begins with a person who is known for being short, but who stands tall for those who have known her for 
a while.  This person is our only charter member, Ruth Ann Haenny!  [Show picture (in DD folder)]  A charter member means 
you have been here from the beginning 51 years ago!   
 
VVCC’s earliest beginning was back in 1967.  RuthAnn is 91!  Ruth Ann has been serving this church from the beginning, and she 
still serves.  She was in the beginning stages when our church met at a school, then in a home.  She was in on the ground floor 
with a few others with the vision to buy property.  Members took turns paying mortgage on the property.  She was there 
when the church broke ground to build.  She was there cleaning bricks while men in the congregation laid bricks.  After she 
retired from a career as a teacher, she served as our church secretary, and my right foot, and right hand in ministry, for 16 
years, from 1991-2007.   
 
She served as secretary to the board for countless years, taught Sunday School, ran Vacation Bible School, and she made 
and served countless meals, and countless refreshments for all of the Class 101’s and “Connect Life” classes for years upon 
years.  She cooked thanksgiving dinner for a get together every thanksgiving for anyone who wanted to come, and especially 
for those who didn’t have a family to be with on Thanksgiving. 
 
She carried the bucket for the historic drop in the bucket offering that led to the purchase of this amazing property.   
 
These are just a few of the highlights.  But here’s the thing.  The very first steps were small beginnings.  She started small.  Then 
took another small step.  Each step was just another step of faithfulness.  We are blessed by countless faithful people like Ruth 
Ann who had “Faith to Start!”    
 
Every new start has a first step.   
What is it that God wants you to start?  Be faithful with the little things! (Start small). 
 
Once you start, … 

II. TAKE THE NEXT STEP.  
Nehemiah 2:19-20 (NIV2011) {19}  But when Sanballat the Horonite, 
Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard about it, 
they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” they 



asked. “Are you rebelling against the king?” {20}  I answered them by 
saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will 
start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or 
any claim or historic right to it.”  

 
Nehemiah started small but took the next step, then the next and soon he and many others were celebrating the completion of 
the wall!  And that also was just the beginning. 
 
More than likely, you will overes t ima te  what you can do in the short term.  But something else is true:  You will vastly 
underes t ima te  what God will do through you over a lifetime of faithfulness. 
 
“Everyone has a next step”.  This isn’t only true for individuals it is also true for organizations.  It is true for our church as a 
whole.  What is our next step.  This slide will give us a glimpse that a next step is coming.  We need to take a small step to give 
us time before out next bigger step. 
 

 
 

Dream big.  
Start small.  

But most of all start. 
 

The smallest step in the right direction  
might be the biggest step in your whole life. 

 
 
Dear God,  
You are the covenant making God, inviting me to be in a partnership with you in your grand story to bless the world.  Please 
give me the courage to dream big and start small.  I trust that you will help me with faith to start and then after starting, faith to 
take my next steps even though I don’t know what those details are right now.  What I know for sure is that I need you.   My 
dear Lord Jesus, because you took huge steps under the weight of the cross to give me life, I want to live my life to help honor 
you and help others.  Amen! 
 
 


