
Selfless 
(Week 1)  

Bold In Witness 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. Have you ever outright shared your faith with someone, explaining what you 
believe and why you believe it?  What was that like? 

 

2. What do you think stops you from more boldly telling others about your faith? 
 

 

VIEWPOINT 

3. READ Acts 1:8; Matthew 16:24.  Why would anyone want to live selflessly?    

 

Acts 1:8 (NLT) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people 
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 
Matthew 16:24 (NIV2011) Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.  
Anyone who desires to follow Jesus might want to learn to become more selfless by 
“denying themselves” in order to follow Jesus. 

And yet, isn’t there a paradox here, that perhaps the best thing we can do for 
ourselves is to focus on Jesus first, and follow him? 

Review what Jesus said in Matthew 6:33. 

Matthew 6:33 (ESV) But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  
Matthew 6:33 (NLT2) Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, 
and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.  

 
 

 

Talk It Over 
 



 

4. READ Acts 4:8-13.  Who is someone you recognize as a person who has “been 
with Jesus.”  How so? 

Acts 4:8-13 (NLT2)  
8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and 
elders of our people,  
9  are we being questioned today because we’ve done a good deed 
for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he was healed?  
10  Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel 
that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the 
dead.  
11  For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, 
‘The stone that you builders rejected has now become the 
cornerstone.’  
12  There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name 
under heaven by which we must be saved.”  
13  The members of the council were amazed when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were 
ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also 
recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.  
 
What was it about Peter and John that caused them to recognize this?  They had a 
boldness that their station in life and background could not account for.  Perhaps 
the way they spoke and the fearlessly bold statements they made reminded them 
of Jesus. 

 
5. READ Acts 4:29.   What did the first generation of disciples pray, and how is this 

different than so many of our prayers? 

Acts 4:29 (NLT) And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, 
your servants, great boldness in preaching your word.   
These followers of Jesus are not asking for protection, they are asking for boldness.   

Their lives are at stake.  This prayer was prayed after their lives were threatened!  
These are threats to kill.  And yet they aren’t asking to be kept safe, they are asking 
for more boldness in the face of these challenges! 

 

When I compare this prayer to so many of my prayers, I feel a bit ashamed.  Lord, 
protect me and my family.  Lord give us your favor.  There is nothing wrong with 
those prayers, they just aren’t on the bullseye of the target.  Jesus called us to 



follow him boldly.  We are on a Mission!  This just doesn’t quite fit with “God keep 
us safe!  God bless me!   Me, me, me, me prayers miss the mark.  Last week, our 
guest speaker talked about this as he reflected on Jesus’ teaching about First things 
First.  The bulls eye target is to seek God’s kingdom first, then the rest is added, not 
the other way around. 

 

Why are these people whose lives are being threatened praying for boldness?  
They are convinced Jesus has conquered death! 

 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

6. Would you like to become more bold in sharing your faith?  In what way?  How so?  
What do you think it will take? 

 

7. What are some practical ways that we can encourage one another to be more 
bold?  (Brainstorm together) 

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

8. VVCC’s core statements are “Everyone has a next step” ; “Don’t do life alone” ; “Do 
first things first” ; “Saved people serve people” ; “Followers say ‘Follow me’”;  and 
“Live with eternal significance.”   Based on our discussion today, underline which 
one of these you will work on this week, and write down a specific action step. 

 

God, thank You for Jesus. Please help us deny our selfish timidity, apathy, or pride. Help us 
step out and share Your love. We ask for boldness from the Holy Spirit so, like Peter and 
John, we won’t be able to stop telling others about You.   Amen. 
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Bold In Witness 
By Jim Hammond 
Series:  Selfless (Week 1) 

 
This is the first weekend of a new year.  Happy New Year!   How many of you want something to be different this year?  
How many of you have goals?  I hope that you do.  I confess, I tend to be something of a New Year’s resolution skeptic.  I’ve 
experienced a little negativity toward the concept.  I’m confronting that in me this year, because I’ve figured out what that 
resistance is a little.  How many of you have some reluctance toward the whole New Year’s resolution thing?  I get it.  But I hope 
some of what we talk about for the next few weeks encourages you.   
 
I think here is where the problem lies.  Don’t you think that most of the time when we make New Year's resolutions, these goals 
are self-centered in nature.  Aren’t they mostly self-improvement goals?  Now, this is not an entirely bad thing.  Doesn’t it seem 
like most of the time when New Year’s rolls around our thoughts are all about me, rather than something bigger? 
 
If life is more about us and what we want than about God and what HE wants, isn’t that a little telling about our heart if we are 
followers of Jesus?   
 
Here’s another problem.   Whatever self-improvement resolution we might have is always trumped by what we really believe 
about life.  Our  behav ior  i s  a lways  shaped  by  wha t  we  be l i eve .   We behave  wha t  we  be l i eve .    
 
We aim for a better life right?  What do you really believe is the better life?  What do you really believe brings purpose, 
meaning, and direction to your life?  Without God in the picture it quickly slips into being all about me as the center of my 
happiness! 
 
Sometimes even when we believe God, we get it somewhat backwards.  We try to get God to do what we want rather than 
trying to figure out what God wants for us.  Isn’t this a self-centered thing?  We are onto something central, something vitally 
important to our well being.  
 
We tend to slip into, “God bless me, God help me be richer, God help me be happier, God give me what I want.”   
 
And have you ever seen this happen:  whenever life doesn't go as we want, we end up kind of mad at God and blaming God?  
We might begin to sound like: “Well you know I tried to go to church, I read my Bible, and I did…” whatever.   “But I didn't get a 
better job and I didn't get a better income.  Or that thing I prayed for, you didn’t make it happen.  I tried God, but it didn't work.”  
We doubt because God didn't do what we wanted him to do.  Le t ’ s  t h i nk  abou t  t h i s  for  a  momen t .   Whose  a t  t he  
cen ter  o f  t h i s  wor ldv iew? 
 
Do  we rea l l y  t h i nk  t ha t  God ex i s t s  for  us?   I s n ’ t  i t  rea l l y  t he  o ther  way  around?   Don’t we exist to serve 
and honor God?  Who’s the center of it all?  Me?  Or isn’t God supposed to be the center of it all?  Whose kingdom are we 
living for? 
 
When Jesus invited people to follow him, this is what Jesus said,  

Matthew 16:24 (NIV2011) Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.  

 
If we want to follow Jesus, it is going to be less about us and more about him.  In this series, we are going to look at 4 topics to 
help us get our focus lifted off of self and onto something bigger and better. 
 

Focus :   God, I want what you want; use me to reach someone for you. 
 



Acts 1:8 (NLT) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people 
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

Let’s get some perspective on this.  Jesus invested in the disciples for three and a half years, to teach them his will, and to 
teach them to want what he wants.  He told them repeatedly what was coming.  But they didn’t have the correct 
categories to understand much of what he said.  So, when Jesus was crucified, they went into hiding.  They were scared.  
But something changed all that. 
 

John 20:19 (NLT)  That Sunday evening the disciples were 
meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the 
Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! 
“Peace be with you,” he said.  

 
Why did they hide?  They were afraid.  They thought they would be killed next. 
 
Have  you  ever  been  a f ra id  to  ta lk  abou t  your  fa i t h?   Jesus has called us to boldly follow Him in his mission.  Why 
are we not more boldly pointing people to God through Jesus?  There are a lot of reasons.  We are afraid we might be 
perceived as one of “those Christians” and we don’t want to look like one of “those Christians,” and by that I mean one of those 
who are pushy ,  and  ou t  o f  touch ,  and  ou t  i t .   We want to be liked, not ridiculed.  Another reason we aren’t bold, is we 
are afraid that we won’t know what to say.  We don’t know the answers to their questions.  We think that we are going to 
mess it up.  We think that we don’t know how to talk about what we believe correctly.  We are afraid we are going to mess it 
up. 
 
Do you realize that every reason I just gave is motivated by fear?  Fear of rejection, fear of not being liked, fear that we might 
offend someone, fear of looking foolish, fear that they might start asking questions you have no idea how to answer, fear of 
looking silly, fear of doing it wrong, not getting something right, fear of failure.   
 
Wha t  wou ld  i t  t ake  to  b low tha t  fear  ou t  o f  our  hear t  and  m ind?   Would our fear be blown away if Jesus 
showed up right here, right now, visibly and spoke to us directly?  What would he say to us? 
 
“I rose from the dead, why don’t you believe it?  Don’t you believe there really is a place called hell?  Don’t you believe there 
really is a place called heaven?  If there really wasn’t a judgement coming, why would I have gone through so much suffering to 
make it possible for you to have your sin problem taken away.  Don’t you believe it?  Why are you so afraid?  Are you afraid 
to die?  Are you afraid to talk?  Are you afraid of a little ridicule?  What are you afraid of?” 
 
I don’t know what it would take for us to become bold in our witness, but all it took for the disciples was a visit from the guy 
who they saw die, show up, bodily resurrected, precisely as he had repeatedly said he would! 
 
They went from fear to being fearless, selfless, and bold.   

Acts 4:8-10 (NLT)   Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers and elders of our people, 9 are we being questioned 
today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do 
you want to know how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all 
of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the 
powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you 
crucified but whom God raised from the dead.  

What could they say?  They were at a loss, because the body they so carefully tried to make sure was in the sealed tomb and 
guarded, was not there, and countless people had seen him alive! 



I. We speak BOLDLY about what we believe DEEPLY. 
Some of us believe deeply about a good show, or a great restaurant.  We speak boldly…. “man it was to die for…”  We get this.  
Take a look at how everything changed for Peter!  He wasn’t bold until he was absolutely unshakably convinced!   

Acts 4:12-13 (NLT)   There is salvation in no one else! God has 
given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved. 13 

The members of the council were amazed when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were 
ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also 
recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.  

II. How amazed are people by your boldness for Christ? 
 

Unmoved      1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10     Amazed  
 
Are people amazed by your boldness?  Or unmoved?  The members of the council were AMAZED!  Don’t put a “10”.  “10” is 
Jesus, you’re not Jesus.  But if you are putting a 7, 8, or 9, you are probably not at church alone.  There are people around you 
that are here at church because of your boldness.  These are people you know from work, or school, or the gym, or 
something.  Or this week you talked to 2 or 3 people about God, and it wasn’t at a Bible study with your church friends, but 
with people who have not yet come.  You probably have a few people on your prayer list that you are praying for regularly 
that they would believe in Jesus.   
 
How do you know if you are low on the scale?  It’s probably obvious to you.  You have never brought anyone to church 
before.  You can’t remember the last time you talked about God to someone who was not already going to church.  And you 
don’t have people you are praying for by name that they would come to know Christ.   
 
Just to let you know, I don’t score as well as I’d like on this scale.  The point is to see if we can’t raise the score.  We need to 
take steps from wherever we are on this scale, and see if we can’t move it up several numbers.  It can be done.  But how? 

III. How do we GROW in BOLDNESS? 

A. Spend	more	TIME	with	JESUS.	

Acts 4:13 (NLT) [They were amazed by the disciples’ boldness]… 
for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special 
training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who 
had been with Jesus.  

 
When you are regularly spending time with Jesus things change inside. What you believe changes.  The way you 
think changes.  The way you feel changes.  Your mind is renewed.  Your motivation changes.  Your actions and 
words begin to reflect his heart, his mission, his desires.  You behave what you believe.  Your prayers change.  You 
become bold.  You see things happening, which makes you even more bold.   
 
Now lets talk about what happens when I don’t spend time with Jesus.  The pressures of life seem heavier.  My 
mood is down.  I’m not experiencing as much joy.  My fuse is shorter.  I’m more irritable.  I tend to open my mouth in 
ways that I regret.  I slip back into fuzzy behavior because I slipped back into fuzzy believing.  Then things get worse, 
we become conflicted.  We say we believe but all our behaviors prove otherwise.  Life stinks when this happens.  
Why?  I’ve become a stinky sponge.  How does a sponge become stinky?  It soaks up stuff, sits there doing nothing 
with it, then sours.  

 
The next thing seems too simple to mention, but it works.    



B. Ask	God	for	more	BOLDNESS.	

Acts 4:29 (NLT) And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, 
your servants, great boldness in preaching your word.   

These followers of Jesus are not asking for protection, they are asking for boldness.   
Their lives are at stake.  This prayer was prayed after their lives were threatened!  These are threats to kill.  And yet they 
aren’t asking to be kept safe, they are asking for more boldness in the face of these challenges! 
 
When I compare this prayer to so many of my prayers, I feel a bit ashamed.  Lord, protect me and my family.  Lord give us 
your favor.  There is nothing wrong with those prayers, they just aren’t on the bullseye of the target.  Jesus called us to follow 
him boldly.  We are on a Mission!  This just doesn’t quite fit with “God keep us safe!  God bless me!   Me, me, me, me prayers 
miss the mark.  Last week, our guest speaker talked about this as he reflected on Jesus’ teaching about First things First.  The 
bulls eye target is to seek God’s kingdom first, then the rest is added, not the other way around. 
 
Why are these people whose lives are being threatened praying for boldness?  They are convinced Jesus has conquered 
death! 
 
Another reason is this:  They believe in the reality of heaven and hell.  I’m not a fan of what has been called “fire and brimstone” 
preaching, where we scare people into praying to receive Christ as savior, but that doesn’t mean I don’t believe Hell is a real 
place.  I do.  I believe hell is real because Jesus believed Hell is real.  We get nearly all our information about heaven and hell 
from Jesus.   
 
Do we believe the horrors of hell are real?  Do we believe that sin can numb you to the place of walking apart from God, and 
liking it, and choosing to remain apart from God forever without knowing it?  There is horror here.  Who is going to warn 
people?  When we really believe in these realities, we will be more bold!  
 
But let’s not forget the glory of heaven.  Do you believe in the glories of heaven?  I do.  It is going to be far better than we can 
imagine.  And my imagination is pretty good! 

1 Corinthians 2:9 (NLT) … “No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for 
those who love him.”   

Yes, we have fears.  We tell ourselves, what if they reject us, what if we say it wrong, what if I mess up, what if I offend…. But 
there is another question.  What if nobody is bold enough to reach that person?  What if they die without Jesus?   
 
It is not too late for you to speak more boldly to people you know and love, even if you have been too silent.   We need to set 
our hearts above! 

 
Dear God, 
I love you and thank you for opening the way for me to experience unimaginable glory with you forever.  Please forgive me for 
being too silent in the mission you have called me to.  As I spend time with you, please fill me with your thoughts, desires, and 
compassion.  Please help me to be more bold.  I ask this because of Jesus’ accomplished victory, and for his honor.  Amen!  
 

 
 

 

 


