
DIFFERENT 
(Week 3)  

Different Perspective in Persecution 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. Have you ever been made fun of for what you believe, or some form of 
“persecution” in some other way? 

 

VIEWPOINT 

2. READ John 15:18-20; 1 Peter 4:12-13, 19; 5:5-7. How are Jesus’ words different 
from your perspective?   Why might it be appropriate to say, “Don’t worry when 
you’re persecuted for your faith, worry when you’re not.”?   What are some reasons 
we might not be persecuted? 

 

3. READ Colossians 1:24.  What can Paul possibly mean by “fill up in my flesh what is 
still lacking with regard to Christ’s suffering”?  Wasn’t the suffering and sacrifice of 
Jesus fully sufficient?  What could possibly be lacking?  Compare Paul’s perspective 
and outlook with Peter’s in 4:13.  What do you see in the comparison? 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

4. Can you relate a story from your life in one or the other of these cycles? 

 

5. Which looks more like your daily life?  What would you change about your life if you 
began to expect persecution as part of following Jesus? 

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

Talk It Over 
 



6. One of our core statements is:  “Live with eternal significance.”   How does this 
statement which is all about perspective change your attitude in times of hardship 
and persecution? 
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Today	we	are	in	the	last	message	of	a	3	part	series	called	
Different.		Today’s	message	might	very	possibly	be	the	most	
encouraging	message	you	never	wanted	to	hear.	
	
A	different	perspective	in	persecution.		In	our	culture	we	have	
a	lot	of	wrong	perspectives	for	what	it	looks	like	to	follow	
Jesus.	
 

John 15:18, 20 (NIV)“If the world hates you, keep in mind that 
it hated me first.  … 20If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also.  

 
Every month, on average: 
345 Christians are killed for faith-related reasons 
105 Churches and Christian buildings are burned or attacked 
219 Christians are detained without trial, arrested, sentenced and 
imprisoned 

--World Watch List 

Jesus	was	right		
"If you follow me, the world will hate you. "And you will be 
persecuted."  

	
Followers	of	Jesus	are	the	most	persecuted	religion	in	the	
history	of	the	world.			

1 Peter 4:12 NLT Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery 
trials you are going through, as if something strange were 
happening to you.  

 



Is this our perspective?  Do we expect it?  In our culture, we act 
surprised and don’t expect it.  What you expect changes what you 
do and how you act. 
	
It	might	be	appropriate	to	say,	“Don’t	worry	when	you’re	
persecuted	for	your	faith,	worry	when	you’re	not.”	
	
Why?		Never	experiencing	persecution	could	mean	we	fit	in	too	
easily	to	our	culture.		We	are	not	different.		And	we	aren’t	
really	making	a	significant	difference	eternally.		It	could	mean	
we	aren’t	much	of	a	threat	to	the	kingdom	of	darkness,	and	so	
the	kingdom	of	darkness	wastes	no	energy	opposing	us.		What	
you	expect	changes	what	you	do.		Some	time	back	now	we	did	
a	series	called	“Not	a	Fan”.		The	premise	was	I’m	not	a	fan	of	
Jesus.		Fans	only	sit	on	the	sideline	and	watch	and	cheer.		No,	
I’m	a	follower	of	Jesus.		I’m	in	the	game.		I’m	in	his	movement.		
	
• Are	you	praying	boldly	to	make	a	difference?	
• Are	you	offering	your	gifts	and	talents	and	resources	to	
further	God’s	Kingdom?	

• Are	you	helping	anyone	else	take	steps	from	wherever	
they	are…to	where	God	wants	them	to	be?	

• Have	you	talked	about	your	faith	to	someone	who	does	
not	share	your	faith?	

I. The Jesus movement is not a PLAYGROUND but 
a BATTLEGROUND.  

Imagine	with	me	a	warrior,	a	soldier	enlisting	in	a	battle,	
going	into	war	and	coming	back	to	his	commanding	officer	
going,		

"Sir,	sir,	they're	shooting	at	me!	I	didn't	think	that	was	
suppose	to	happen!"		

What	would	the	officer	say?		
"What	did	you	expect?	We're	at	war!"		



	
We	are	at	war	against	the	forces	of	darkness	and	we	are	in	a	
very	real	spiritual	battle.			

1 Peter 4:13 NLT Instead, be very glad—for these trials make 
you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have 
the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all 
the world.  

Partners	with	Christ	in	his	suffering?		What	does	that	mean?		
Paul	says	it	like	this	in	Colossians	1:24	

Colossians 1:24 (NIV) Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for 
you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to 
Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.  

Be	glad!?		Rejoice!?		When	you	suffer!?		This	is	a	DIFFERENT	
PERSPECTIVE.		So,	different,	most	of	us	go,	“HUH!?		I	don’t	get	
it!?”			
What	does	this	mean?	
	
If	we	thought	we	signed	up	for	“Let’s	just	all	play	nice	
together”.		“Let’s	just	all	be	nice.”		We	haven’t	really	heard	
Jesus.	
	
We	have	a	mission.		We	help	people	from	wherever	they	are	
take	steps	to	where	God	wants	them	to	be.		We	aren’t	just	
taking	steps	toward	being	more	nice.			
	
Don’t	get	me	wrong,	there	is	nothing	wrong	with	being	nice,	its	
just	that,	where	God’s	wants	people	to	be	only	comes	by	
following	Jesus.		Frankly,	the	world	HATES	what	we	believe.		
The	world	hates	the	fact	that	we	believe	everyone	needs	Jesus.			
The	world	thinks	that’s	too	Narrow.		But	its	true.		If	you	want	
to	take	steps	to	where	God	wants	you	to	be,	these	steps	are	
following	Jesus.	
	



I	want	to	be	that	clear.		When	I	am	that	bold	and	clear	there	are	
a	lot	of	people	who	don’t	like	that	message.			
	
The	Gospel	is	good	news.		It	is	an	open	invitation,	to	people	
from	wherever	they	are,	but	it	is	a	personal,	by	invitation	only	
message,	in	that	it	is	by	an	invitation	from	Jesus	only.		Follow	
me.		Jesus	does	claim	to	be	the	only	way	to	where	God	wants	us	
to	be,	in	a	personal	relationship	with	the	Father.		“Nobody	
comes	to	the	Father	except	through	me”,	Jesus	said.	
	
People	who	do	not	believe	in	Jesus	hate	that	we	believe	this!			
	
If	you	are	a	follower	of	Jesus	it	doesn’t	just	mean	good	morals,	
it	means	an	agreement	with	his	mission.			We	are	all	on	a	
mission,	and	it	is	going	to	be	a	life	saving	mission	that	people	
disagree	with.		
	
The	apostles	rejoiced	when	they	could	share	in	Christ’s	Mission	
even	at	a	cost	of	sacrifice,	they	all	believed	that’s	what	it	means	
to	follow	Jesus.			
	
I	believe	that!		And	yet	I	find	myself	struggling	on	this	point.			
Do	you	know	why?		Our	culture	is	so	convincing	that	I	easily	
slip	the	lies	of	comfort.		The	lies	that	point	to	comfort	as	the	
most	important	thing	for	us.		Everything	in	our	culture,	and	
much	of	what	is	inside	of	me	slips	into	the	pursuit	of	comfort	
and	safety.		It	slips	into,	its	all	about	my	kingdom,	and	my	
comfort.	



	
	
I	slip	into	the	comfort	pattern.		I	would	much	rather	have	a	
comfortable	conversation	with	people	than	a	conversation	full	
of	confrontation	or	conflict.		But	if	I	give	in	to	that	desire	all	the	
time,	I	become	quiet	when	I	should	speak.		I	go	dark	when	I	
should	shine.		I	remain	a	detatched	bystander	letting	people	
remain	in	their	life	mess	that	spiritually	speaking	like	a	
burning	house	while	they	are	asleep.		Isn’t	it	more	like	Jesus	to	
run	into	the	dangerous	smoky	messy	situation	to	rescue	them.					
	
Jesus	was	full	of	grace	and	full	of	truth.		There	is	often	a	tension	
between	how	much	grace	to	give	and	how	much	truth	to	give.		
He	lived	in	that	tension	and	was	full	of	grace	and	full	of	truth.			
We	learn	from	Jesus	how	to	do	this.		We	learn	to	follow	God’s	
lead	as	we	depend	on	Jesus	in	all	of	these	messy	and	difficult	
situations.		He	said,	“Apart	from	me,	you	can	do	nothing”.		So	
we	depend	on	him	and	follow	his	lead.	
	
The	best	place	to	see	where	I	am	slipping	is	to	listen	to	my	own	
prayers.			
"God	help	me	have	a	good	today…”;	“God	please	bless	us,	keep	us	
safe…”	
“God	watch	over	us	today…”;	“Keep	my	kids	safe….”;	“Protect	
us….”	
	



There	is	nothing	wrong	these	prayers,	but	if	that	is	all	I	pray	
about—our	comfort	or	safety,	or	well	being—we	are	missing	
the	mark	of	our	mission!			Those	prayers	aren’t	very	bold.		I’m	
only	praying	for	comfort	and	safety.		My	our	prayers	to	be	on	
mission,	on	target,	making	a	difference	eternally.	We	need	to	
pray	about	God’s	will,	God’s	desires,	his	Kingdom	come,	His	
will	be	done,	kind	of	prayers.			Jesus	said	seek	first	HIS	
KINGDOM.		
	
Let’s	make	sure	we	don’t	only	pray	the	“please	make	us	
comfortable”	prayers.			In	which	cycle	do	you	have	to	be	
DIFFERENT?		Isn’t	this	the	most	encouraging	message	you	
never	wanted	to	hear?	

II. Do what is RIGHT and trust God with the 
RESULTS. 

1 Peter 4:19 NLT So if you are suffering in a manner that 
pleases God, keep on doing what is right, and trust your lives to 
the God who created you, for he will never fail you.  

Who	are	we?		We	are	Christ	followers!		We	do	what	is	right.		
We	follow	him.		No	shortcuts.		No	cutting	corners.		No	graceless	
truth!		No	truthless	grace!		
	

We	are	different.	
We	do	what	is	right	and	trust	God	with	the	results.	

III. Meanwhile, DO this because you KNOW this  
 1 Peter 5:7 NLT   Give all your worries and cares to God, for 
he cares about you.  
Know this also… 
1 Peter 5:10-11 (NLT) …So after you have suffered a little 
while, he will restore, support, and strengthen you, and he will 
place you on a firm foundation. 11 All power to him forever! 
Amen.  



 
Dear God,  
Forgive us for all the time we’ve spent seeking comfort instead 
of boldly seeking You. You are all we need. Thank You for Your 
constant grace. We give our worries and cares to You.   Amen. 
 
 

 


