
DIFFERENT 
(Week 2)  

Different Calling In A Dark World 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. What did you want to be when you grew up? 

 

VIEWPOINT 

2. READ 1 Peter 2:9:  Who  does Peter say followers of Jesus are?  Why does the 
“WHO” come before the “DO”.   What is the do, in 2:9? 

3. READ 1 Peter 2:9-12:   What kind of message does the way a person lives send to 
people around him or her? 

GETTING PERSONAL 

4. What message does my life, as is, send to people around me?  To my neighbors?   
To my co-workers?  To my family?  … 

5. In what ways do you struggle to see yourself as God sees you? 

6. What are you already doing that doesn’t just tell, but shows people God’s 
goodness? 

7. What can you do differently to lead more people to Jesus? 

8. READ 1 Peter 3:9:   Who do you need to practice the 1 Peter 3:9 principle with 
most? 

MAKING PROGRESS 

9. One of our core statements is:  “Followers say, ‘Follow me.’”   Can you see this idea 
throughout 1 Peter?  Are you seeing this idea throughout your relationships and 
daily interactions? 

  

Talk It Over 
 



July 21, 2019 

Different Calling In A Dark World 
Series:  DIFFERENT (Week 2) 
 

This is a challenging series.   

Week 1’s topic was Different Values in An Unholy Culture 

Today is (Week 2) Today’s topic is:  Different CALLING In A 
Dark World 
This is a challenging series.  How challenging?  Consider this key 
verse. 

1 Peter 2:21 (NLT) For God called you to do good, even if it 
means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your 
example, and you must follow in his steps.  

kaleō:  Called, named, summoned, invited. 

I	used	to	get	this	question	so	much	more	often	when	I	was	in	
youth	ministry.		How	do	I	know	what	God	wants	for	me?		
What	is	his	will	for	me?		But	I’m	not	sure	it	was	just	because	I	
was	in	youth	ministry	I	heard	this	question	more	frequently.		It	
almost	seems	like	believers	in	our	culture	are	more	into	what	
we	want	from	God	than	into	what	God	wants	from	us.		Do	you	
know	God	is	calling	you	to	something?			
	
For	some	that	sounds	exciting	and	exhilarating?		To	others	that	
sounds	frightening.		Regardless	how	this	idea	feels	to	you	right	
now,	let	me	assure	you	that	this	is	a	really	important	topic	for	
us.			Almost	every	New	Testament	writer	writes	about	God’s	
Calling	on	our	lives.		So	let’s	dig	in	and	find	out	what	this	means	
for	us	today.			

I. God CALLED you to ETERNITY  
1 Peter 5:10 (NLT)  In his kindness God called you to share in 



his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. So after you have 
suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and strengthen 
you, and he will place you on a firm foundation.  

This calling is by invitation.  If God didn’t invite us, we’d have no 
chance.  So, I guess you could say it is by invitation only.  
However, that invitation is an open invitation.  Peter wrote in his 
second letter (2 Peter 2:9) that God wishes that nobody should 
perish.  He desires that everyone would respond to his invitation 
and come to repentance and spend eternity with him.  However, he 
knows that not everyone will accept the invitation.  To enter the 
New Covenant, in effect Jesus says, do you trust me, will you 
follow me, will you be mine.  And the only way to accept that 
eternal calling, is to enter into this New Covenant by saying, “I 
Do.” 
 
A	 few	 weeks	 back	 while	 I	 was	 preparing	 for	 this	 message	 I	
happened	to	be	reading	through	the	book	of	ACTS	and	I	read	a	
verse	that	gives	us	one	example	of	what	this	“calling”	looks	and	
feels	like.			

Acts 16:14-15 (ESV) One who heard us was a woman named 
Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who 
was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay 
attention to what was said by Paul. {15}  And after she was 
baptized…	

It	looks	and	feels	like	our	hearts	are	open	and	paying	attention.		
That’s	how	the	calling	works.	 	Many	of	you	have	been	coming	
because	God	is	at	work	opening	your	heart.			Maybe	today	will	
be	 the	day	you	experience	what	Lydia	experienced	when	God	
opened	her	heart	 to	pay	attention.	 	 	Maybe	you	don’t	know	 if	
you	believe	it	all	yet,	but	your	heart	is	really	paying	attention.		
Your	curiosity	 factor	 is	 fully	engaged,	you	want	 to	hear	more.		
That	is	what	it	looks	and	feels	like	to	be	called	by	God.	
	



The	 fact	 is,	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 is	 doing	 this	 all	 over	 the	 world	
opening	 people’s	 hearts,	 causing	 them	 to	 pay	 attention,	 and	
believe,	respond.		This	is	good	news,	but	it’s	just	the	beginning.			

II. God CALLED you to an ASSIGNMENT 
Once you respond to God’s calling, and say Yes to Jesus, your 
main assignment is to follow in the steps of Jesus, but you begin to 
realize just how big an assignment this is.   How big? 

1 Peter 2:9 NLT  …for you are a chosen people. You are royal 
priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, 
you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out 
of the darkness into his wonderful light.  

What it felt and looked like for Peter 
When	 Peter	 wrote	 about	 God’s	 calling,	 he	 knew	 what	 it	 was	
like	 to	 be	 called	 by	 Jesus.	 	 He	 could	 tell	 you	 his	 story.	 	 Luke	
heard	his	story	and	wrote	it	down	for	us.			

Luke 5:8 (NLT)  When Simon Peter realized what had 
happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, 
please leave me—I’m too much of a sinner to be around you.”  

Peter	was	a	fisherman	by	trade.		Peter	remembers	vividly	that	
day	when	Jesus	called	him	away	from	his	fishermen	job.		Jesus,	
this	great	Rabbi	asked	if	he	could	borrow	his	boat.		It	was	a	
long	night	and	no	success.		He	gave	said	yes.		Jesus	taught	a	
crowd	gathered	at	the	shore.		After	the	teaching	was	over,	Jesus	
said	put	out	into	the	deep	water	and	let	down	your	nets.		Peter	
responds,	“Master,	we’d	worked	all	night	to	no	success,	but	if	
you	say	so.”			And	he	does.		Wham!			
	
Then	something	happened	inside	Peter.		He	gets	a	fearful	
creepy	feeling.		He	feels	completely	inadequate.		He	wants	to	
keep	at	a	safe	distance.				
	



But	Jesus	doesn’t	want	to	keep	his	distance.		He	doesn’t	want	to	
keep	his	distance	from	you	either.	 	Jesus	does	the	unexpected,	
he	calls	Peter	to	 follow	him.	 	To	become	his	apprentice!	 	Me?!		
Why	me!?		Why	would	you	want	me?		One	time	Jesus	said	this	
about	what	kind	of	people	he	calls	to	follow	him.	

Mark 2:17 (NLT)  When Jesus heard this, he told them, 
“Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have 
come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those 
who know they are sinners.”  

Jesus	 knew	 Peter	 had	 the	 necessary	 pre-qualification.	 	 Peter	
knows	he	 is	 a	 sinner.	 	 Did	 you	 know	 that	 is	 a	 necessary	 pre-
qualification	 to	 following	 Jesus?	 	 	 If	 you	 know	 this,	 you	 will	
want	 to	 come	 to	 Jesus	 the	 physician	 of	 your	 soul	 to	 heal	 the	
hidden	inner	you.		
	
Once	 the	 inner	you	gets	healed,	you	are	perfect	 for	 the	 job	of	
fishing	for	others	who	need	their	hurts	healed	too.	
	
We	will	react,	“But	you	just	don’t	know	me,	or	you	wouldn’t	call	
me”.	 	 But	 Jesus	 does	 know	 you.	 	 He	 has	 been	 calling	 you	 by	
name.		It	is	no	accident	you	are	here	this	morning.			

III. God’s call to DO flows from the new YOU 
When we think of God’s calling on our lives, what his will is for 
us, we usually think in terms of what he is calling us “To Do”.  But 
there is something more important that that, he calls to become a 
new YOU. 
 

REFLECT: 
If the inner YOU is not right, the outer DO will never be right. 
WHO you are leads to what you DO.  God is concerned about 
your motives, your heart, and your integrity. He's concerned 

with the hidden inner YOU.   



When we identify with Jesus, God gives us a whole new 
identity. 

So, focus on your new identity.  Once you get this and believe 
this, it changes who you are and what you do. 

1 Peter 2:9 NLT  …for you are a chosen people. You are royal 
priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, 
you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out 
of the darkness into his wonderful light.  

REFLECT: 
When you know who you are, you'll know what to do. 

	
Who	are	you?			

1 Peter 2:9 (NLT)  … you are a chosen people. You are royal 
priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, 
you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out 
of the darkness into his wonderful light.  

	
This	is	amazing.		Just	like	Peter,	they	had	no	formal	training,	
yet	God	has	given	them	an	amazingly	important	whole	new	
identity.			Can	it	get	any	more	important	or	significant	than	
that?	
	
How	is	that	possible	that	we	are	chosen,	and	priests?		How?		
We	are	filled	with	the	same	spirit	that	raised	Christ	from	the	
dead.	Light	and	life	came	out	of	the	grave	and	filled	and	
changed	our	souls!				
	
What	exactly	is	a	priest?!			Priests	were	God’s	designated	
mediators	between	Himself	and	the	people.		Because	of	our	
identity	and	union	with	Jesus	our	high	priest.		The	one	true	
mediator	between	God	and	people.		We	become	part	of	a	
priestly	family,	mediating	between	people	and	God.		We	



introduce	them	to	God,	and	we	show	God	to	them.		We	
represent	what	God	is	like	to	them.			
	

REFLECT:	
We	are	in	the	King’s	Kingdom	through	the	New	Covenant.		We	
are		the	new	Chosen	People	and	we	have	an	assignment!	

	
You	have	been	bought	with	a	price,	the	precious	blood	of	Jesus.		
You	now	belong	to	God.		You	are	loved.		You	are	empowered.		
You	are	equipped.		And	you	are	called	with	a	purpose.		He	has	a	
special	assignment	for	you!		There	are	people	around	you,	that	
God	wants	to	reach	through	you.		I	can’t	reach	them.		There	
may	be	people	only	you	can	reach.	
	1	Peter	2:9		…As a result, you can show others the goodness of 
God, 

When	you	know	who	you	are,	you'll	know	what	to	do.		What	he	
calls	you	to	do	he	equips	you	to	do.	
	
 “What’s God’s will for my life?”   

1 Peter 2:15 (NLT)  It is God’s will that your honorable lives 
should silence those ignorant people who make foolish 
accusations against you. 
• Not by argument, but by your honorable lives.   

 
Peter 2:21 NLT For God called you to do good, even if it 
means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your 
example, and you must follow in his steps.  
1 Peter 3:9 NLT Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with 
insults when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a 
blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and he will 
grant you his blessing.  

 



We	show	people	who	God	is	and	who	we	are	by	our	lives.		We	
show	up	for	work	on	time.		We	do	a	good	job.	We	pay	all	of	our	
bills.		We	bless	people.			
	
Some	of	you	feel	just	like	Peter.		You	want	distance	from	the	
Holy.		Lord,	You	can’t	use	me,	I’m	such	a	sinner.	
	
That’s	where	we	have	it	all	wrong.		Jesus	says,	Perfect,	I	call	
people	who	know	they	are	sinners.		That’s	the	necessary	pre-
requisite.		Depend	on	me,	I	will	change	you	from	the	inside	out.		
Keep	looking	to	me.		Come,	Follow	me.		Eyes	on	me.		Now	
Follow	me.	
 
Dear God,  
You loved me while I was really needy, even more needy than I 
realized.  Lord Jesus, You cared for me by personally taking my 
pain. Give me eyes to see the needs of others, and the heart to care 
for those who are hurting.  God, You’ve given me an incredible 
new identity. I am chosen by You, and made to be part of Your 
royal family of priests. You called me to be good and to do good. 
So, I’m asking You to give me the opportunities and the courage to 
live out my calling this week. Amen.   
 

 


