
BAD ADVICE 
(Week 4)  

How To Be Dissatisfied 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. What would you do if you won the lottery? 

 

2. How much money do you think it would take to make your life better or easier? 

VIEWPOINT 

3. READ 1 Timothy 6:6-8. Food and clothing—what do you add to this list to be 
happy?.    

1 Timothy 6:6-8 (NIV) But godliness with contentment is great gain. {7} 
For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. {8} 
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  

"Contentment" is an inward sufficiency that comes from a full acceptance of and 
appreciation for God's provisions. This contentment is an inner possession and is 
unaffected by outward circumstances. 
The word "gain" is porismos and means "good business, profit." Here in verse 6 it 
connotes more than material wealth. The possession of things is not the only 
measure of "gain." 

 
Complete Biblical Library Commentary - The Complete Biblical Library – Galatians-Philemon. 

 

4. READ Luke 12:16-21.  What do you think it means to be rich toward God? 

Luke 12:16-21 (NIV2011) {16}  And he told them this parable: “The ground 
of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. {17}  He thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ {18}  “Then he 
said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 
and there I will store my surplus grain. {19}  And I’ll say to myself, “You 
have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 
merry.” ’ {20}  “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life 
will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’ {21}  “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 
themselves but is not rich toward God.”  
To illustrate this point Jesus turned to the use of parables. He began the Parable of 
the Rich Fool by telling of one who had much and was expecting more. 
… The man owned a great deal of land. He was a man who seemed, on the surface, 
to be in complete control of his life. 
12:17, 18. It is clear that the man expected to control the fate of the crops. He 
envisioned the future as continually expansive and under his control; thus his desire 

Talk It Over 
 



to have huge warehouses to store his crops. 
12:19, 20. These verses present a clear picture of a materialist. He is a man who feels 
self-sufficient. Note the focus upon his selfishness—11 times in verses 17-19 we find 
the personal pronouns "I" or "my." He is concerned only with himself. He has no 
sense of his responsibility, nor the reality of death lingering nearby. That is why in 
verse 20 the man is called a "fool" by God.  

 
Complete Biblical Library Commentary - The Complete Biblical Library – Luke. 

 
 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

5. Why do you think it’s so easy to go after temporary stuff instead of eternal 
treasure? 

6. Have you ever resented God’s goodness in someone else’s life?  Were you ignoring 
God’s goodness in your own life? 

7. If the way you live could speak, what would it list as the five things you value most? 
How do you feel about the list? 

 
8. What is the one thing you keep thinking you need to be more happy?   

 
9. Was there a moment of breakthrough for you when you realized Jesus is enough?  

What brought you to that breakthrough? 
 

MAKING PROGRESS 

10. One of our core statements is: “Live with eternal significance.”  If we were to aim in 
this direction rather than live for satisfaction that does not last, what exactly does 
that look like?  Have you been making any progress in this?  How has God been 
speaking to you through this study?  Is there one step you can take this week? 

  



May 19, 2019 

How To Be Dissatisfied 
Series:  BAD ADVICE (week 4) 
 
How many believe a little more money would make life better/easier? 
 
We are looking at a contrast today.  A contrast of Bad Advice with Godly advice.  I believe this will highlight godly advice 
today. 
 
So the Bad Advice today is “How to be dissatisfied.” 

1 Timothy 6:6-8 (NIV) But godliness with contentment is great gain. {7} 
For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. {8} 
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  

And yet, most of us are no t  content with that. 
 
Most of us believe if we had more of something—we would be satisfied. 
 
How much do you need to be happy? (Lots of studies) (Vary depending where live) 
 
According to the Gallup Poll, those who make $30k say that if they made $74k that would be enough.  
 
According to the Gallup Poll, those how make $50k think $100k would make them happy.  
 
How much would you need to be happy?  
 
ANSWER:  The more you have, the more you think you need!?! 
Everyone seems to think, just a little more. 

Luke 12:16-19 (NIV2011) And he told them this parable: “The ground of a 
certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. {17} He thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ {18} “Then he said, 
‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and 
there I will store my surplus grain. {19} And I’ll say to myself, “You have 
plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 
merry.” ’  

Isn’t this what most of us hope for! When  I  ge t  enough—take  l i f e  easy !  
 
I’ll be satisfied when …I finally have enough money 
I’ll be satisfied when…I lose 20 lbs.….  when I gain 20lbs.. 
I’ll be satisfied when…I have a better job.. 
…when…I get married…  
…When I can buy a house… 

Luke 12:20-21 (NIV) “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 
life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 
for yourself?’ {21} “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 
themselves but is not rich toward God.”  

If you are content, and blessed, and satisfied and you want to be miserable.  Here is what you do. 
 

BAD ADVICE 



1. Focus	on	being	UNGRATEFUL.		
Gripe! Foster a genuine spirit of ingratitude!  Resent God’s goodness to others—Be jealous. Be Critical. Be Envious.    
 
Resent God’s goodness in others—most important, ignore God’s goodness to you.  
 
Never be grateful for where you live—or for your Health—Friends—Blessings!   
 
Never be grateful for Your Transportation—Your Closet full of clothes—The fact that you can pretty much eat any time you 
are hungry, or not hungry, in fact what does hunger have to do with it.   
 
Never be grateful.  This is how you do it, how to become dissatisfied.   
 
Contrast that bad advice with godly advice: 
 

Godly Advice:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)  Rejoice always, {17}  pray 
continually, {18}  give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus. 

2. Compare	what	you	HAVE	to	people	who	have	MORE.	
If you like your house—Binge watch HGTV.  Then you can hate your pathetic little shack and be totally dissatisfied!   
 
Don’t stop there.  Compare everything!  Compare Salaries, compare Marriages, Compare Washers and Dryers.  Oh man, 
compare top loaders with front loaders.  If you are still top loading, now come on…   
 
Compare everything, compare your bodies.  If you haven’t done so for a while, make sure ladies, you compare your bodies 
with the airbrushed women in fashion magazines…who have not eaten since 2012!  
 
Also, make sure you compare yourself with those ladies who have invested more money on their bodies than they have on 
their retirements!  You know what I mean?  Compare yourself with them!   
 
Compare, compare, compare, whatever.  Guys, compare your shoes, your cars, your muscles, your likes on social media, your 
hair, your beards, whatever.  Just compare.   
 
This is how you do it, how to become dissatisfied.   
 
Now….Compare that with Godly advice. 

Godly Advice:  2 Corinthians 10:12 (NIV)  We do not dare to classify or 
compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they 
measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, 
they are not wise. 

1. Focus on being ungrateful. 
2. Compare what you have to people who have more. 

 

3. Pursue	TEMPORARY	possessions	over	ETERNAL	treasures.	
• Don’t settle for eternal blessings! NOW is all that matters! 
• Give up what really matters most for whatever you want now! 
• Think short term! Focus on this moment—Never eternity. 
• If you want to be dissatisfied, this is what you think.     

o More is better.  
o Newer is better.  
o Bigger is better.  
o Now is all that matters. 



Godly Advice:  Luke 12:15 (NIV)  Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance 
of possessions.”  
 
Godly Advice:  Matthew 16:26 (NIV)  What good will it be for someone to 
gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 
exchange for their soul? 

How to be dissatisfied?   

4. Develop	an	attitude	of	ENTITLEMENT.	
• I’ve led a rough life… I’ve worked so hard… I have more coming to me… I deserve so much more. 
• I need new shoes, I need a bigger television, I need a new phone, I need some …Ben and Jerry’s New York Super 

Fudge Chunk!!  Yeah! (Any amen’s to that?) 
• I need a newer car.  I have it coming.  I need more.  I deserve more.  My WIFI is too slow!  When I go through my 

closet, and touch all my clothes, it is obvious….I don’t have anything I want to wear.  I need more.   I deserve it.  I work 
hard.  I need it.  I deserve better than what I have.  I need it now. 

 
Let’s compare this BAD ADVICE on how to be dissatisfied with some Godly advice:  Do you really think you deserve MORE, 
after all that God has given you?  Perhaps a little perspective is in order… what did we ourselves deserve?  And what did we 
get? 

Romans 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

We have the privilege of a walking, talking, eternal relationship with God, and access to his power and authority, and we think 
we deserve more? 

How	we	live	reveals	what	we	actually	believe	(trust).	
Most lives are actually saying this: 

What CHR IST offers is not as GOOD as what this world offers.  
 

We need to correct our thinking. 
It is not happy people who are grateful; 

it is grateful people who are happy! 
 
Philippians 3:7-8 (NIV) But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss 
for the sake of Christ. {8}  What is more, I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 
Christ. 

I want you to think about what is in your garbage the day before it 
is hauled off?  Is yours as nasty as mine?   

I bet it isn’t.  I have a dog.  I pick up after that dog.  It goes in the 
garbage! 

My dog is almost 13.  Sometimes she doesn’t feel well.  My 
garbage is nasty. 



That’s what Paul is saying.  I consider all these things that I used to 
put my hope in, my accomplishments, my trophies, my 
accomplishments.  Everything.  That is garbage (skubala) 
compared to knowing Christ and his surpassing greatness. 

“Skubala”:  Table scraps, trash, garbage, sewage, manure, 
excrement. 
Knowing Christ is the surpassing greatness!   
 
Knowing Christ is experiencing him.  It is not knowing about him, but knowing him.   
 
Christ is enough for me!  Actually, Christ is WAY More than enough! 
 
I’m praying this is a day of breakthrough for some of us today.  Some of Us have fallen to this thinking, I would be satisfied if I 
just had more.  Jesus is the answer to our longing.  How many of you would like more of Christ today, knowing him more?  
Great.  Let’s pray this together.   
 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, 
I find life’s fulfillment in you. You are the aim of my life.  You aren’t merely the means to a good life, you are the good life. I love 
you, I worship you, and I give myself over to you in my heart’s search for life. You alone are the life, and you have become my 
life. I renounce all other gods, every idol and obsession, and I give to you, God, the place in my heart and in my life that you truly 
deserve.  You are the only fixation that actually fixes, making me whole.  
 
 


