
Love Like Jesus 
(Week 1)  

Forgive Sinners 
 

 
 
 

SMALL TALK 

1. Trivia?:  How many times should we forgive people and who said it?  (Matthew 
18:21-22) 

 

2. Share a funny childhood story of holding a grudge. 

VIEWPOINT 

3. READ Luke 23:32-34.  How was Jesus able to pray that prayer at that moment? 

 

4. READ Matthew 6:14-15. Why do you think God wants us to forgive even what 
seems to us to be unforgivable?   

 
5. Read and talk about any reactions you feel when reading these scriptures:  

Matthew 5:43-44; 18:21-22; Luke 6:28, 37; Ephesians 4:32; and Colossians 3:13. 
 

GETTING PERSONAL 

6. Have you ever held a grudge against someone?  How did unforgiveness affect you? 

 

7. Why do you think it works to pray for people who hurt you? 
 

8. In light of the message, who will you pray for this week? When and how often?  Is 
there anyone you still need to forgive? How will you take action instead of waiting 
for your feelings to change?  

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

9. One of our core statements is:  “Followers say, ‘Follow me.’”   Can forgiveness fulfill 
this core statement?  How? 

  

Talk It Over 
 



March 24, 2019 

Forgive Sinners 
Series:  Love Like Jesus (Week 1) 
 
[Show intro clip: “Love Like Jesus_1_Open”] 
 
Today’s topic is, “Forgive Sinners” and it is kind of a heavy topic so let’s start a little 
lighter.     
 
How many of you are firstborn?  How many of your firstborn have a sibling? 
How many of you are second born?  Did you know you were the toy that entertained 
the firstborn? 
How many of you were the number 3 child?  Honestly, were there as many pictures of 
you as your older siblings?  Probably not right. 
Do you think birth order any predictor of how often you are in the doghouse? 
Sometimes I wasn’t in the dog house, I was on it!  [picture] 
I was number 4 of 5.  [picture] 
How many of you were number 4, 5 or more in birth order? 
 
Focus :   If we want to live like Jesus, we need to love like Jesus. 
 
To introduce today’s topic, I’d like to show a clip from Craig Groeschel, pastor of Life 
Church in Oklahoma. 
 
[Show video clip: “How do you forgive the unforgivable”] 

Matthew 6:14-15  For if you forgive other people when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if 
you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins.  

How do you forgive the unforgivable? 

Luke 23:33-34  ...they crucified him there, along with the 
criminals—one on his right, the other on his left.   34 Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.”  

 
HOW DO YOU FORGIVE L IKE JESUS? 



What he is asking us to do, can only be done when we truly receive his forgiveness and 
he changes our heart. 
 
This will be a challenging message to us today.   
If you have lived long enough you have been hurt. 
Some of you know what it feels like….to be abused…   deep pain.  What do you do with 
that? 
What do you do with the pain when someone… 

• Lied about you 
• Gossiped about you 
• Broadcast sensitive information about you,  
• Was unfaithful to you… 

What do you do with the pain when s… 
• When you have been hurt by someone that is no longer alive, maybe a mom or dad.  And yet you still hurt.  What do 

you do with that? 
• When you have experienced ongoing negative comments, from someone who consistently is downgrading you… 
• When something happened, and you cannot forgive God…. 
• When you can’t forgive yourself…. 

 

HOW DO YOU FORGIVE LIKE JESUS? 
This message is not going to be fun but it will be helpful. 

1.	 Pray	for	those	who	HURT	you.		

Luke 6:28 NLT Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who 
hurt you.  
Matthew 5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you.  

When Jesus said this, this was shocking, countercultural teaching that caused his Jewish 
audience to bristle!  They were used to another message.  They were used to the 
elevation of justice to such a degree that they clung to words like “An eye for an eye, 
tooth for tooth.”  Justice! 
 
It is to this culture Jesus says the shocking.  “No!  Pray for them…” 
 
Start with this.  Pray for them.  We need to work from the inside out.  We need to 
work on the inner attitude before the action. 
 
Don’t wait for the feeling!  It will never come first. 



 
Pray first. 
 
Craig started with “God…. do “something” in his life.  It was a very open ended prayer.  
Later God changed his prayer.   
 

Your prayers for your enemy may or may not change them, 
but your prayers will change you. 

 
This is how you love like Jesus. 
 

2.	 FORGIVE	AS	YOU’VE	BEEN	FORGIVEN.	

Colossians 3:13 …Forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

 
How do we do this?  As the Lord forgave us. 
 
But what if they have done something unforgivable?  How am I supposed to forgive 
them? 
 
You forgive them as the Lord forgave you! 
 
We tend to stumble over one offensive offense… 
 
Who are we to withhold forgiveness and demand justice when the Lord forgave us 
ALL our offensive offenses?  The whole range of all of them.  EVERYTHING… 
 
Some of you may have experienced a tremendous blow in your marriage.  Adultery.  
That blow may be so severe you almost can’t get up in the morning and breathe.  And 
according to scripture you have grounds divorce.  It is right there clearly written in 
black and white.  And you have a perfect right to embrace that all day long.  And yet, 
consider this.   
 
Adultery may be grounds for divorce. 
Adultery is also grounds for forgiveness. 
 
Perhaps, although it feels unforgivable, because of God’s leading and perhaps because 
of repentance, you are moved by God’s grace to extend forgiveness for the seemingly 



unforgivable offense.  There have been miracles of grace and stories to tell on the 
other side of such sin also.   
 
At some point, you have a choice.  You can hold a grudge…and carry it for a long time.  
You can do that.  You can be bitter, and rehearse your bitterness, and nurse the grudge, 
and fuel the anger.  What will happen is this.  The root of bitterness will rise in you and 
take over you like poison.  You can do this.  You can continue to hold the sin against the 
unforgivable thing this person did to you.   
 

Bitterness is like drinking poison 
and hoping the other person dies. 

 
You can be bitter, and carry a grudge, and continue to nurse your hurt, or you can 
forgive like Jesus.    
 

Forgiveness is a choice.   
If you choose to forgive, 

it will not change your past, 
but it can change your future. 

 
[Show clip: “Forgive as you have been forgiven”] 
 

On the day that I chose to forgive this man, 
God set a prisoner free, 

and that prisoner was me... 
Craig Groeschel 

 
Maybe you have been a prisoner of bitterness.  Would you like to be set free? 
 
 
Dear  God ,  I  t hank  You  for  forg iv i ng  me and  re leas ing  me through  
your  dear  Son  Jesus ’  undeserved  k indness  toward me .   I  confess  
tha t  I  have  no t  shown tha t  k i ndness  toward those  who have  hur t  or  
of fended  me .   Lord  Jesus ,  I  choose  to  forg ive  [  name the person  ] for  [ 
what he or she did or failed to do ]. I  choose  to  l e t  my resen tmen t  go .   
P lease  hea l  my damaged emot ions .  Thank  you  for  se t t i ng  me f ree  
f rom the  bondage  of  my b i t terness .   I n  Jesus ’  name I  pray .   Amen 
 
 



13 Day “Love Like Jesus” Bible Reading Plan:   
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/2391-love-like-jesus 
 
 

 


