
BAD ADVICE 
(Week 3)  

How To Drift From God 
 

 
 
 
SMALL TALK 

1. Do you have a personal story about “drifting”?  (Like:  Drifting off shore, drifting off 
to sleep when you were supposed to be awake, drifting out of lane while driving, 
drifting from your dream, drifting away from your discipline plan, drifting from your 
spouse, or drifting from God.) 

VIEWPOINT 

2. READ Matthew 13:1-23.  Which soil are you most like currently?  How will you 
mend your soil? 

 

3. Start digging:  Read the following passages about staying close to God, and talk 
about what strikes you:  Isaiah 29:13; James 4:7-8; Revelation 2:4-5; Isaiah 55:6-7. 

Isaiah 29:13 (NIV) The Lord says: “These people come near to me with 
their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been taught.  
“These people come near” for show only.  Form but no substance.  Pretend.  All 
talk, no walk.   
James 4:7-10 (NIV) {7} Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. {8} Come near to God and he will come near to 
you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. {9} Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and 
your joy to gloom. {10} Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up.  
The opposite of drifting from God is coming near to God.  Come near to God, he 
promises then to come near to you.  He then articulates how to do this, 1.  
Submit to God.  Repent.  Get clean.  Purify your heart.  Renew your mind so that 
you become single minded.  Mourn over your sin.  Humble yourself before God. 
Revelation 2:4-5 (NIV) {4}  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken 
the love you had at first. {5}  Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and 
do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and 
remove your lampstand from its place. 
When you drift, the path back is to do what you did when you were close. 
Isaiah 55:6 (NIV)  Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him 
while he is near.  
What is the danger of thinking, “I can repent at any time”, then putting it off till 
later? 

Talk It Over 
 



The thought of repentance, the desire for it comes from him.  If you put it off, do 
you expect that desire to grow?  To return?  Seems rather foolish to think so.  
Who says whether you will ever desire repentance again after you have been 
brought to that point and reject it? 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

4. Was there a time in your faith when you felt closer to God?  What was different 
about your life then? 

5. What did you do with God when you first came to know Him?  Share it out loud.  Is 
there something you want to restart this week? 

6. Are there (or have there been) any ways you love your life, and your way, more than 
God, and His way?  Share. 

MAKING PROGRESS 

7. One of our core statements is: “Followers say, ‘Follow me.’”   This statement only 
works for those who are following.  While drifting, motivation to help others 
diminishes because we are drifting into a life that is self-centered.  Consider how 
this statement is a good indicator as to how close your heart is to the heart of 
Jesus? 
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Don’t you think everyone has a deep desire to be loved, and to love?   
 
Ah…LOVE …remember when feelings of love were so strong? 

• When you first felt “twiterpated”  (disney’s classic BAMBI) ! 
• Anticipating schedules along Westmont College paths… just to cross paths…  

(now that’s twiterpated!) 
 
Felt that?  That’s resonance! 
 
Then often comes the dissonance!  When you are not feeling twiterpated!   
 
Have you ever drifted?…felt the emotional distance…pain? 
 
Truck story 
There once was a Couple who always drove together in their pick up truck.  She always 
sat in the middle cuddled with her “honey bunny”.  20 years later, from the passenger 
seat, she now says, honey, look at us, whatever happened to us, we used to drive together 
cuddled up, and close.  Look at us.  What happened?  He looked over at her and smiled 
and said to her. “Now sweetheart, I wasn’t the one who moved.”   
 
Today we are talking about the Bad advice, “How to drift from God”.  It is a common 
experience. 
 
God isn’t the one who moved. 
 
Think of a time when you felt the closest you have ever felt toward God. 
 
Is that today, or sometime in the past? 
 
Do you remember a time when you were more excited, more passionate, more engaged, 
more ready to serve, more hungry to learn and get into God’s Word, when you were more 
excited to worship, more ready to talk to people about God because you were genuinely 
excited about what God was doing in your life, experiencing more powerful answers to 
prayer.  But now, things have cooled a bit.  Oh, you still believe, but things are much 
more well… boring, or humdrum, and God seems more distant maybe. 
 
Jesus actually told us a story about how some people drift from God. 
 
It begins,  “A Farmer went out to sow his seed…” 
 
Some seed fell on the path and the birds ate it… 
 



Some seed fell on rocky soil, the seeds quickly sprang up in the shallow soil, but when 
the got hot, it scorched the plants and they withered. 
 
Some seed fell among the thorns and these choked the plants.  
 
But some seed feel on good ground and the seed produced a crop, 100, 60, 30 times the 
seed sown. 
 
Then Jesus said, he who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 
But the disciples had no idea what he was talking about.   
 
Later Jesus explained. 
Matthew 13:19 (NIV)  When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This 
is the seed sown along the path. 

• According to Jesus, for some people, the seed message just never made any sense 
to them.  

• Why?  It landed on the path.  The path is hard because it is trampled soil.  The 
person who rejects this seed, really has it stolen from them because lies shaped 
their worldview.  Their worldview had already become trampled worldview, that 
was resistant to the seed.   

• The ideas and philosophies of others trampled and made hard their hearts.  Hearts 
and minds can become like well worn paths.  And these paths are unreceptive to 
these seed thoughts.  Trampled paths have great difficulty accepting the claims of 
Jesus. 

• The PROBLEM was not the farmer or his message, but the unresponsiveness of 
the heart.  The seeds are never given a chance..  

Matthew 13:20-21 (NIV2011) {20}  The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone 
who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. {21}  But since they have no root, 
they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they 
quickly fall away.  
This is the shallow soil.  Some people can be excited about God today, take some positive 
steps, like praying, reading the bible, going to church and to a Small Group, but some 
time later, something difficult happens and they quickly fall away.  Jesus says this is 
because everything was shallow.  There were no deep roots set.   
 
At the first sign of trouble—persecution, hardship, unanswered prayer—they quickly fall 
away! 
 
This is drifting to the extreme! 
Matthew 13:22 (NIV2011)  The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who 
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 
word, making it unfruitful.  
This is the preoccupied ground.  According to Jesus, some people have a preoccupied soil 
condition.  A pre-occupied heart condition.  Their lives are Pre Occupied.   Some weeds 



are beautiful.  These seem good.  But the weeds win, they choke out what is better.  The 
weeds choke out the word. 
 
Preoccupied people are not trying to be bad people.   
 
Jesus told us that a common culprit is our preoccupation with wealth.  There are many 
other pre-occupations that choke out the better.  
Matthew 13:23 (NIV2011)  But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who 
hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
Then there is the good ground.  The responsive life.  He or she understands it! Receives 
it!  Embraces it!  We have germination!  We have a lift off! 
 
Matthew 13:9 (NIV2011)  Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  
Would you do something for me right now to help make this stick.  Please touch and hold 
your ears.  We all have ears.  Jesus said, if you have them…now to hear this.  Listen.  Pay 
attention.  Don’t let it go in one ear then out the other.  Let it germinate.  
Hebrews 2:1 (NIV2011)  We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we 
have heard, so that we do not drift away.  

• Have you ever noticed that everything when left on its own—when not given 
attention and energy—has a tendency to deteriorate.  To drift away from things 
that are important! 

• A homeowner quickly learns this.  You have to keep up the house or it 
deteriorates. 

• The yard fills with weeds unless you work at keeping it weed free. 
• A car has to be serviced or it will let you down. 
• Then there’s your body.  You have to work hard to keep in shape.  The 

older you get the harder it is.    
• Relationships drift apart if you don’t work at it.   
• This is true in our relationship with God.  When we ignore God we drift 

away from God. 
• We settle for complacency. 
• We settle for a little more of whatever for me and my kingdom. 
• A little more sleep. 
• A little more entertainment. 
• A little more ease. 
• Dreams die. 
• Hopes fade. 

• “Pay careful attention!”  The natural tendency is to drift!  So don’t keep looking 
to the natural.  We need more grace from God.  We need more of supernatural 
connection.   

• Let’s make this really simple by looking at bad advice! 
BAD ADVICE 

1. Neglect your TIME with GOD. 
Don’t Read the Bible.  Don’t worship.   
Worship (Don’t think about God) (Come to church late) 



Don’t come to church at all! (Don’t get involved) (Don’t give) 
Don’t pray. 
 
Godly Advice?  DON’T neglect your time with God 
James 4:8 (NIV) Come near to God and he will come near to you….  
James 4:10 (NIV) Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  

2. Hang around the wrong PEOPLE. 
Don’t hang around strong believers that will just make you feel bad. 
Hang around people who are worse than you… That makes you feel better. 
 
Godly Advice?  “Hang around with the RIGHT people”.  People who are doing life 
with God. 
It’s impossible to live the right life when you have the wrong friends. 
1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV)  Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”  

3. Give in to TEMPTATION.  
• This is just the way you are… 
• If you are feeling bad, just ask God to forgive you; but then keep doing it! 
• Hide it, Rationalize it 

 
Good Advice?  “Don’t give in to temptation.”  Turn to God.  See James 4 again. 

4. Love this WORLD more than you love GOD. 
• Believe this world is all there is. 
• This world is your home. 
• The time is now.  Eat, drink, and be merry, while you still can.  Tomorrow you 

die.  Live! 
• Buy stuff, Be happy, Take on more debt! 
• Obsess over sports, fitness, hobby, anything (as long as it is not God). 

 
Godly Advice?  NO!  Love The Lord Your God with ALL your heart! 
 
Feeling Distant?  God hasn’t moved. 
Feeling Confused?   Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. 
 
Dear God, 
You weren’t the one that moved. I drifted, and I’m sorry for the ways I have ignored you.  
When we are apart, life isn’t as good or beautiful.  I come back to you today.  Thank you 
for your love.  My dear Lord Jesus, thank you for taking my sins away and giving me life 
through your victorious death and resurrection.  You deserve my whole heart.  Please fill 
me with your life and make me whole.  I need you.  In Jesus Name, Amen.   
 
 


