
  
 

 SMALL TALK 
1. What versions of the misunderstanding, “It doesn’t matter what 

you do...” have you thought or heard before?   

VIEWPOINT 
2. READ 2 Timothy 4:3.  What cultural misbeliefs about sin have 

you heard before that are caused more by what people want to 
hear rather than by sound thinking, or “sound doctrine”? 

3. READ Exodus 20:17.   What is sin?  Why does the world not like 
this definition?  How does this commandment (one of the Ten 
Commandments) go deeper than merely defining sin as a hurtful 
outward behavior?  How is it more than that? 

4. READ Ephesians 2:8-9 and Romans 6:1-2.  How did some 
believers run too far with the teaching about salvation that 
comes by grace and not works? (see Romans 6:1)  What was 
Paul’s correction to their misunderstanding? 

5. Read Romans 6:3-7.  How does God’s solution for sin go far 
beyond behavior modification efforts?  

6. Every sin falls short of God’s moral standard, but is all sin the 
same?  (Romans 6:23, Luke 20:45-47; John 19:10-11; 1 
Corinthians 6:18; John 8:34)   

GETTING PERSONAL 
7. Is there an area you tend to make excuses, deceiving yourself to 

believe it doesn’t really matter that I do that?  (Read 1 John 1:8-9) 

MAKING PROGRESS 
8. One of our core statements is “Everyone has a next step.”  It is 

time to take a step.  What kind of step can you take this week 
that goes deeper than your behavior, addressing your heart, will, 
and desires?   
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FOCUS: The story of humanity is the story of sin, and the story of 
God is the story of his rescuing grace. 

I.   What Is Sin? 

II. Common Misbeliefs About Sin 

A. “I’m not a ______ person”. 

B. “All sin is the ________”. 

C. “Since I’ve already ________ it, I might 

as well ________ doing it.”  

Today’s message and many more are available for free online at vvcc.online.   
You can also subscribe to our podcast to automatical ly get new messages delivered to your 
device; just search for “Verde Val ley Chr ist ian Church” in iTunes or your podcast app. 
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